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PREFACE 


The  Standing  Commission  met  from  29  March  - 6 April  1993  at  the  Freizeit-  und  Bildungs- 
statte  "Bemhauser  Forst"  near  Stuttgart,  Germany.  We  enjoyed  the  generous  hospitality  of 
the  Church  of  Wiirttemberg  and  were  grateful  for  the  tranquillity  and  beauty  of  our 
surroundings.  Oberkirchenrat  Walter  Arnold,  a long-time  friend  of  Faith  and  Order,  was  with 
us  throughout  our  meeting,  supporting  and  encouraging  us.  To  him  we  record  our  thanks  as 
also  to  Mr  Fritz  Lamparter  and  the  Rev.  Regina  Schoch  for  their  attentive  care  of  our  needs. 

On  Palm  Sunday  the  Standing  Commission  worshipped  with  the  local  congregation  in  the 
"Stadtkirche"  in  the  town  of  Esslingen.  Members  of  the  Standing  Commission  were  invited 
to  lead  prayers  and  the  Director,  Dr  Gunther  Gassmann,  preached  the  Word.  It  was  a moving 
moment  when,  as  we  were  shown  the  excavations  in  the  crypt  of  the  Church,  we  saw  scallop 
shells  brought  back  by  the  medieval  pilgrims  who  had  travelled  to  Santiago  de  Compostela. 
We  marvelled  at  the  fourteen  months  of  hard  and  sometimes  dangerous  travel  of  those  earlier 
pilgrims  as  we  thought  of  the  ecumenical  journey  we  were  soon  to  make  to  Santiago  de 
Compostela. 

Most  of  the  meeting  was  taken  up  with  making  the  Final  preparations  for  the  Fifth  World 
Conference.  The  plans  for  worship  continued  to  be  one  priority.  The  crucial  aspects  of 
programme,  organisation  and  finance  were  reviewed  and  the  text  of  the  Discussion  Paper, 

Towards  Koinonia  in  Faith,  Life  and  Witness,  was  finalised. 

It  was  at  this  meeting  that  the  Standing  Commission  was  aware  of  the  value  of  the  nine 
regional  consultations  which  were  such  an  integral  part  of  the  preparatory  process  for  the 
World  Conference.  The  Commission  was  encouraged  to  find  much  interest  in  its  work 
together  with  a plea  for  an  increased  sharing  with,  and  listening  to,  the  regions.  It  was  in  the 
light  of  this  experience  that  members  of  the  Commission  prepared  for  regional  meetings  to 
take  place  in  the  context  of  the  World  Conference. 

Dominated  as  the  agenda  was  by  the  preparations  for  the  World  Conference,  time  was  also 
given  to  the  ongoing  tasks  of  Faith  and  Order:  the  United  and  Uniting  Churches,  the  Week 
of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  and  the  Sixth  Bilateral  Forum.  Time  was  also  given  to  the 
period  after  Santiago  and  proposals  were  made  for  work  on  ecclesiology  and  the 
continuation  of  the  Unity  and  Renewal  study. 

The  Commission  was  aware  of  the  changes  taking  place  in  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
as  a result  of  its  recent  restructuring.  The  Commission  worked  towards  understanding  the 
implications  of  its  part  within  the  life  of  Unit  I and  was  grateful  for  the  presence  of  our  Unit 
Director,  Professor  Ion  Bria. 

Geneva,  November  1993 

Mary  Tanner,  Moderator  Thomas  F.  Best,  Executive  Secretary 

for  Gunther  Gassmann,  Director 
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ATTENDANCE 
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I.  Report  of  the  Moderator 

CONVERSATION  ON  THE  WAY  TO  THE  FIFTH  WORLD 
CONFERENCE  ON  FAITH  AND  ORDER 

Mary  Tanner 


The  meeting  of  the  Standing  Commission  of  Faith  and  Order  here  in  Stuttgart  is  arguably  the 
most  important  meeting  in  the  life  of  this  Commission.  Five  months  before  the  Fifth  World 
Conference  in  Santiago  de  Compostela  we  have  the  opportunity  to  review  the  preparations 
we  have  made  and  to  make  good  any  weaknesses  we  may  detect.  Most  important  we  have 
an  opportunity  to  turn  our  thoughts  to  what  might  be  achieved  in  Santiago  de  Compostela  and 
to  think  of  new  directions  for  the  future  for  Faith  and  Order,  for  the  ecumenical  movement 
and  the  churches  beyond  Santiago.  I want  to  begin  our  time  together  by  reflecting  on  what 
has  happened  in  the  last  twelve  months  since  our  meeting  in  Dublin  in  order  to  offer  some 
thoughts  about  the  conversation  in  Santiago  and  beyond. 

1.  Beginning  a conversation 

It  was  in  Lima  in  January  1982  that  the  proposal  to  call  for  a Fifth  World  Conference  on 
Faith  and  Order  was  made.  In  the  years  that  followed  the  question  that  seemed  to  us  most 
pressing  with  which  to  engage  the  churches  was  — ‘where  are  we,  where  are  we  going  in 
the  search  for  unity?’  The  more  the  question  was  asked  the  more  there  began  to  appear  a 
tentative  answer:  ‘towards  koinonia  in  faith,  life  and  witness’.  The  answer  was  formulated 
in  this  way  in  the  Budapest  meeting  of  the  Plenary  Commission  in  the  summer  of  1990. 
Faith  and  Order  was  already  at  that  time  engaged  in  responding  to  a request  to  produce  a 
short  statement  on  unity  for  the  Canberra  Assembly.  That  was  the  statement  that  emerged 
through  the  Assembly  as  the  Canberra  Statement:  The  Unity  of  the  Church  as  Koinonia : Gift 
and  Calling. 

In  planning  the  Fifth  World  Conference  around  the  theme  Towards  koinonia  in  Faith,  Life 
and  Witness  it  has  always  been  our  intention  to  be  invitational,  to  draw  the  churches  and 
others  into  a conversation.  In  order  to  stimulate  and  focus  the  conversation  we  prepared  ‘an 
instrument  of  conversation’,  the  preparatory  working  document  for  the  World  Conference. 
We  set  out  to  sum  up  in  a much  fuller  way  than  was  possible  in  the  skeletal  framework  of 
the  Canberra  Statement,  how  Faith  and  Order,  through  its  work,  perceived  the  unity  we 
seek.  We  offered  a ‘portraiture’  of  the  marks  of  visible  unity  — unity  in  faith,  in  life 
(focused  in  sacramental  life)  and  in  witness.  In  preparing  the  working  document,  The  Dublin 
Text,  there  was  always  the  danger  that  instead  of  producing  an  invitational  and  coversational 
document,  we  would  slip  into  the  style  of  a convergence  text  on  the  model  of  Baptism 
Eucharist  and  Ministry.  The  tension  has  remained  throughout  our  work  between  those  whose 
instinct  has  been  for  a text  full  of  story  and  example  and  unfinished  agenda  and  those  whose 
instinct  was  to  produce  a polished  convergence  text.  In-spite  of  this  tension,  what  the  Dublin 
Text  did  provide  was  a framework  in  which  Faith  and  Order  could  ‘harvest’  its  work  of  the 
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last  thirty  years:  Confessing  the  One  Faith\  Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Ministry  and  the  six 
volumes  of  responses  to  BEM;  Church  and  World  and  the  renewal  studies  — not  least  of  all 
the  ecclesiological  insights  of  the  Community  Study. 

2.  Conversation  on  the  way 

Whatever  the  weakness  of  the  working  document  it  has  certainly  stimulated  a conversation. 
Seventy  or  more  responses  have  come  in  from  individuals  or  groups  from  different  parts  of 
the  world,  not  surprisingly  most  from  the  north  and  not  the  south.  Here  we  must  pay  tribute 
to  Dr  Silke-Petra  Bergjan  who  has  collated  these  for  us.  The  invitation  issued  at  the  Evian 
meeting  of  the  Unit  Commissions  to  other  Units  of  the  Council  to  engage  in  the  conversation 
has  produced  some  helpful  response.  The  comments  from  Programme  Unit  II  and  Unit  III 
staff  and  from  other  streams  of  Unit  I show  how  easy  it  is  for  Faith  and  Order  to  develop 
its  own  agenda  with  little  reference  to  the  substantial  and  interrelated  work  that  has  been 
done  in  other  parts  of  the  Council.  The  critical,  yet  constructive  edge  to  these  responses 
challenges  us  to  seek  more  effective  ways  of  working  collaboratively  without  loosing  the 
sharpness  of  the  focus  of  our  own  characteristic  and  essential  task.  The  most  encouraging 
conversation  has  been  that  with  JPIC  in  the  consultation  held  in  Ronde.  Again,  initiated  at 
Evian  through  the  ‘being  together’  there,  the  report  of  the  Ronde  Consultation,  Costly  Unity, 
is  an  example  of  how  much  we  have  to  gain  from  collaborative  work.  The  challenge  to 
envision  unity  in  terms  of  ‘moral  community’  and  being  bonded  together  as  ‘conciliar 
communion’  hold  out  promise  for  joint  future  work.  A number  of  crucial  themes  for  joint 
exploration  are  raised  by  the  document,  not  least  of  all  insights  on  the  theme  of  koinonia 
itself.  We  can  look  forward  to  a new  ethos  of  co-operation  through  and  beyond  Santiago  de 
Compostela. 

Another  significant  part  of  the  conversation  on  the  way  has  been  that  carried  on  in  the  nine 
Regional  Consultations,  Africa,  Asia  and  the  Pacific,  Latin  America,  the  Middle  East,  North 
America,  the  Caribbean  and  Europe.  It  was  a punishing  schedule  to  ask  our  small  staff  to 
organise  all  of  this  in  the  year  of  the  World  Conference  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  these 
consultations  will  have  a lasting  effect  upon  the  work  of  Faith  and  Order.  Each  consultation 
in  its  characteristic  way  has  provided  a contextual  specificity  to  the  themes  of  the  World 
Conference  not  possible  to  achieve  in  the  working  document  itself.  The  Conference  will 
have  a precis  of  these  consultations  providing  a reader  to  work  with  through  the  Conference. 

The  consultations  have  proved  both  a commitment  in  each  area  to  the  work  of  Faith  and 
Order  and  the  WCC  as  well  as  a feeling  that  so  much  more  communication  is  needed  and 
more  theological  help  wanted.  I believe  we  have  learnt  significant  lessons  for  our  future 
working  style.  I hope  we  may  mirror  these  consultations  after  the  World  Conference.  The 
Asia  and  Pacific  Consultation  was  not  the  only  one  to  recommend  specifically  ‘the  organising 
of  ongoing  koinonia  meetings  in  the  region’.  I have  been  struck  by  how  different  it  is  to 
hold  a truly  Regional  Consultation  as  distinct  from  a Faith  and  Order  meeting  sited  in  a 
particular  region.  Out  of  the  29  members  of  the  Standing  Commission  20  have  been 
involved  in  attending  one  or  more  of  these  consultations.  New  members  of  the  Plenary 
Commission  have  also  been  drawn  into  the  work.  It  is,  I think,  a miracle  of  our  pilgrim 
route  that  so  much  has  been  achieved  ana  so  much  learnt  for  a new  style  of  work  beyond 
Santiago.  We  are  grateful  to  all  the  staff  for  enabling  this  development. 


4 


(a)  Towards 

How  then  has  the  conversation  on  the  way  begun  to  affect  the  theme  of  Santiago  de 
Compostela?  The  first  thing  that  strikes  me  is  the  light  that  has  been  thrown  on  the  ‘towards’ 
of  our  title.  The  conversation  has  confirmed  that  there  is  indeed  movement,  a movement  of 
separated  Christians  and  Christian  communities  towards  one  another  in  Christ.  Progress  is 
different  in  different  regions  and  it  is  at  very  different  stages  between  different  ecclesial 
partners.  Each  region  has  had  its  good  stories  of  reconciliation  of  memories  of  past 
bitterness  and  of  learning  to  be  together  in  prayer,  in  service  and  witness.  We  have  heard 
of  the  reading  together  of  the  Bible  in  the  base  communities  in  Latin  America  which  bridges 
all  ecclesial  chasms;  the  co-operation  in  responding  to  horrific  need  brought  about  by  the 
drought  in  South  Africa;  the  embedding  of  the  convergences  of  theological  dialogues  in  the 
changed  relationships  between  Anglicans,  Lutherans  and  Reformed  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States;  the  common  translations  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer  and  the  Creed  in  Arabic  based  on  the 
original  Greek  text  in  the  Middle  East;  a joint  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  School  in 
Northern  Ireland;  the  experience  of  the  United  Churches  of  North  India  and  South  India. 
All  of  this,  and  so  much  more,  suggests  that  the  idea  conveyed  in  the  word  ‘towards’  is  not 
fanciful.  More  important  it  suggests  that  the  way  back  is  blocked.  We  are  too  much  in  it 
together  to  do  a ‘u’  turn. 

Nevertheless  we  must  be  honest.  We  have  heard  stories  of  bitter  disappointments,  hardening 
of  attitudes,  new  obstacles  on  the  way  and  apparently  intractable  questions.  Every 
consultation  spoke  of  competitive  evangelism  and  proselytism  of  one  Christian  group  by 
another.  The  Ancient  Churches  of  the  Middle  East  began  the  consultation  by  speaking  of 
their  anguish  at  the  decision  of  Anglican  provinces  to  ordain  women  to  the  priesthood.  This 
action,  full  of  promise  to  some,  is  seen  as  denying  ecumenical  gains  achieved  in  the  past  in 
Anglican-Orthodox  and  Anglican-Roman  Catholic  relations,  providing  a grave  new  obstacle 
and,  by  unilateral  action,  failing  to  honour  ecumenical  commitment.  Reactions  to  the  recent 
Vatican  Statement  on  Communion  show  how  even  internal  documents  affect  all  the  churches 
because  of  what  we  have  already  shared.  The  European  Pan-Protestant  Conference  in 
Budapest  was  seen  by  some  as  anti-ecumenical.  There  was  disillusionment  that  churches 
seem  not  yet  to  take  seriously  the  Lund  Principle  and  show  little  real  commitment  to  embody 
in  changed  relationships  the  theological  convergences  of  Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Ministry. 
The  Latin  American  Consultation  spoke  of  a yawning  gap  between  the  abstract  theology  Faith 
and  Order  offers  in  its  working  document  and  the  reality  of  the  experience  of  unity  in  the 
base  communities.  The  gap  some  said  is  unbridgeable  and  demands  nothing  less  than  a de- 
construction  of  the  discourse  and  a rebuilding  on  the  experience  of  Finding  communion  in  a 
commitment  to  transform  the  reality  of  the  human  condition  of  the  poor.  From  North 
America,  Latin  America  and  Europe  there  was  frustration  of  the  inability  of  the  classical 
ecumenical  movement  to  extend  its  boundaries  to  bridge  another  gap  - the  gap  between  itself 
and  the  Pentecostals  and  the  Independents.  Many  spoke  of  another  gap,  between  church 
leaders  and  the  impatient  commitment  to  unity  of  the  people  at  the  local  level  who  begin  to 
vote  with  their  feet  and  break  the  discipline  of  their  own  communities. 

Perhaps  most  challenging  of  all  for  Faith  & Order,  the  conversation  has  also  revealed  a 
nervousness  around  the  talk  of  ‘visible  unity’.  To  talk  of  ‘visible  unity’  often  evokes  gut, 
negative  response.  The  word  is  heard  by  some  as  pointing  to  uniformity,  stifling  rich 
diversity,  linked  to  a centralised,  bureaucratic  structure  with  iron-fist  jurisdiction, 
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disregarding  the  myriad  experience  of  different  cultures,  temperaments,  theological  traditions, 
and  excluding  the  characteristic  offerings  of  the  independent  and  the  charismatic.  To  talk  of 
‘visible  unity’  arouses  fears  that  ‘my  tradition’  be  it  Methodist,  or  Baptist,  or  Lutheran  with 
its  characteristic  insight  and  ethos,  will  be  stamped  out  rather  than  transformed  within  a 
greater  wholeness.  There  is  an  important  dialogue  to  be  had  with  a more  sensitive  listening 
of  one  side  to  the  other.  Here  is  a particular  challenge  to  Faith  and  Order  for  our 
commitment  has  always  been  to  call  the  churches  to  the  goal  of  visible  unity. 

All  of  this  colours  the  statement  ‘towards  koinonia’.  The  ecumenical  scene  is  not  where  it 
was  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighties  when  the  call  for  a World  Conference  was  made.  It 
might  have  been  a different  agenda  had  we  met  in  1987.  Then  the  proliferation  of 
convergence  texts  from  the  bilateral  dialogues  and  BEM  produced  a euphoria  and  the  feeling 
that  unity,  at  least  between  certain  partners,  was  just  around  the  corner.  There  is  difficult 
terrain  to  cross  on  the  route  ahead  and  Towards’  is  not  an  unqualified  statement.  ‘We  have 
discovered  that  the  path  on  this  pilgrim  route  is  tougher  than  we  thought  and  moves  more 
like  an  ox  cart  over  the  mountains  than  like  a car  on  a super  highway’  (C.  Parvey). 

(b)  Koinonia 

The  second  thing  that  strikes  me  in  the  conversation  so  far  is  the  response  to  the  theme 
koinonia.  In  using  the  term  koinonia  we  were  picking  up  on  a long  tradition  rooted  in  the 
biblical  tradition  itself,  developed  in  the  patristic  writings  and  brought  again  in  the  twentieth 
century  into  the  centre  of  ecumenical  debate.  In  using  the  term  koinonia,  we  were 
developing  our  own  past  work  and  drawing  on  the  reflections  of  many  bilateral  dialogues. 

The  Regional  Consultations  have  shown  that  the  concept  has  clearly  grasped  the  hearts  and 
imaginations  of  many.  Almost  all  the  consultations  ask  for  much  more  attention  to  be  given 
to  the  notion  of  koinonia  both  in  Santiago  and  beyond.  There  were  those  who,  like  the 
Africans,  said  it  spoke  to  them  because  it  resonates  with  experience.  They  described  how 
it  spoke  to  deep  roots  of  family  and  community  bonding  where  relationships  and  the  quality 
of  being  together  are  primary.  Others,  like  Archbishop  Parthenios,  speaking  at  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  World  Council,  pointed  to  the  eucharistic  heart  of  koinonia  which 
expresses  and  focuses  unity  with  God  and  with  the  people  of  God:  a unity  of  common  life, 
with  the  whole  universe,  with  all  humanity  and  the  angels  - all  that  is  seen  and  unseen, 
visible  and  invisible.  Others  found  the  concept  fundamental  because  it  points  first  to  the  life 
and  love  of  the  Trinitarian  God,  gift  to  the  Church  and  offered  to  all. 

There  are,  however,  major  questions  for  some  raised  by  the  concept.  Is  it  being  made  to 
bear  more  weight  than  it  can  legitimately  carry?  Does  it  emphasise  too  much  the  abstract, 
thus  diminishing  the  experiential?  Is  koinonia  simply  one  image  or  model  of  unity  among 
many  others,  or  is  it  different  in  kind  from  all  other  images  and  models  expressing  the 
fundamental,  underlying  reality  of  the  life  and  love  of  God  in  which  we  already  share  and 
in  which,  and  by  which,  we  are  already  joined  to  one  another?  What  is  the  relation  between 
what  is  perceived  when  koinonia  is  translated  ‘communion’  and  when  it  is  translated  as 
‘community’?  Is  Connie  Parvey  right  to  detect  in  the  Dublin  Text  a difference  between 
communion  as  the  code  word  for  sharing  apostolic  faith  and  life  (meaning  church)  and 
community  as  a code  word  for  social,  political  and  economic  divisions  and  the  need  for  their 
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renewal  and  reconciliation?  In  the  conversation  so  far  are  we  uncovering  different 
ecclesiological  emphases  or  different  ecclesiologies  which  are  not  possible  to  integrate? 

Important  perspectives  on  ecclesiology  are  opening  up  which,  if  we  can  grasp  them,  will 
surely  have  the  potential  to  revitalise  the  search  for  visible  unity.  We  see  the  call  for  visible 
unity  not  so  much  in  terms  of  “ecclesiastical  joinery’  knocking  together  divided  institutions, 
but  the  call  to  make  visible,  findable  and  recognisable  the  communion  of  God’s  own  life, 
lived  out  in  a community  conformed  to  that  divine  life,  for  which  the  personal  and  relational 
are  the  very  essence  of  its  being.  The  communion  we  seek  is  personal  and  relational,  not 
in  the  first  place  institutional  and  organisational;  gathering  us  to  share  life,  eucharistic  life, 
and  scattering  us  apart  in  witness  and  in  diakonia;  bidding  us  to  share  each  other's  joys  and 
bear  each  other’s  suffering  and  strengthening  us  to  stick  with  the  pain  of  difference;  enabling 
us  to  be  a people  always  searching  to  discern  the  truth  of  God  and  the  right  conduct  of  our 
life  with  one  another.  Here  koinonia  as  communion  and  koinonia  as  community  are 
inseparable  for  koinonia  as  community  is  related  to  the  making  visible  of  the  divine  life  in 
which  we  together  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being. 

(c)  Koinonia  in  faith,  life  and  witness 

The  third  thing  that  strikes  me  in  the  conversation  so  far  is  the  response  to  Faith  and  Order’s 
portrait  of  visible  communion.  The  portrait  we  have  offered  has  consistently  since  Lausanne 
included  the  following  characteristics:  a communion  in  faith,  in  life  (inseparable  from 
sacramental  life)  and  in  witness.  These  are  constants  in  our  Faith  and  Order  agenda, 
perceived  afresh  through  sharing  our  different  perspectives  and  through  opening  them  to  our 
different  experiences. 

In  response  to  our  work  on  communion  in  faith,  questions  continue  to  be  asked  about  the 
place  and  role  of  the  Nicene-Constantinopolitan  Creed,  the  meaning  of  apostolicity  and  the 
relation  between  faith  confessed  in  word  and  faith  carried  in  life.  There  remains  much 
confusion  too  about  the  three  parts  of  the  apostolic  faith  study:  explication,  recognition  and 
common  confession. How  can  we  move  to  recognise  in  one  another  the  faith  of  the  church 
through  the  ages  in  order  to  move  to  confess  together  in  what  we  say  and  in  what  we  do 
‘this  is  the  faith  of  the  church,  this  is  our  shared  faith’?  Most  Regional  Consultations 
grappled  with  the  question  of  the  particularity  of  confessing  in  word  and  life  in  a specific 
cultural  context  and  its  relation  to  the  universal  dimension  of  faith  and  life.  What  is  the 
place  of  diversity,  are  there  limits  to  diversity,  should  we  speak  only  of  love  and  not  of 
limits?  And  how  should  we  discern  truth  in  the  context  of  changed  and  changing  experience 
and  perception? 

The  conversation  so  far  around  what  we  have  to  say  about  a communion  in  life  clearly  tells 
us  that  we  must  not  let  BEM  and  the  volumes  of  response  stay  on  the  library  shelves.  Pope 
Shenouda  at  the  Executive  Committee  made  an  impassioned  plea  to  work  harder  for 
consensus  on  the  BEM  agenda  and  to  take  up  the  sticking  points  revealed  in  the  responses 
of  the  churches.  The  conversation  reveals  the  familiar  distinction  between  churches  of  the 
Reformation  which  can  take  steps  based  on  common  baptism,  and  a degree  of  agreement  in 
faith,  towards  mutual  eucharistic  hospitality  and  a degree  of  shared  ministry  even  before 
there  is  agreement  on  all  the  visible  elements  of  unity,  and  those  churches  on  the  other  hand, 
who  hold  the  interconnectedness  of  the  various  elements  of  unity  and  need  agreement  on 
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them  all  before  moving.  How  then  are  we  to  mark  growth  in  relationship  that  already  exists 
if  we  are  unable  to  grow  together  in  sacramental  hospitality  and  in  a degree  of  shared 
ministry?  The  question  needs  to  be  put  carefully  in  such  a way  that  an  imaginative  response 
is  not  precluded. 

In  the  conversation  around  a communion  in  witness  we  see  our  work  stretching  into  the 
agendas  of  other  parts  of  the  World  Council  and  the  ecumenical  movement  and  it  has  not 
always  been  easy  to  keep  our  characteristic  agenda  focused.  We  have  been  asked:  have  we 
spent  too  much  time  on  what  it  means  to  be  a united  church  apart  rather  than  what  it  means 
to  be  united  in  and  for  the  world?  Have  we  spent  too  much  time  on  thinking  about  being 
Christians  together  and  not  enough  about  being  Christians  together  among  and  with  other 
faiths?  We  know  that  unity  is  required  for  mission  and  that  the  church  is  incredible  as  ‘sign' 
as  long  as  it  is  diminished  by  the  scandal  of  divisions  which  make  for  competition  rivalry  and 
proselytism.  But  what  sort  of  unity  for  what  sort  of  mission?  The  Ronde  insistence  on 
becoming  a ‘moral  community'  offers  perhaps  another  dimension  for  exploration  to  add  to 
the  renewal  studies. 

It  is  a characteristic  of  pilgrimages  that  pilgrims  talk  on  the  way.  The  conversation  is  well 
under  way  en-route  for  Santiago.  Many  insights  have  been  contributed  to  the  theme.  Many 
sharp  questions  have  been  raised  enough  to  give  us  confidence  that  the  subject  for  the  World 
Conference  is  timely  and  on  target.  There  is  anticipation  and  great  expectation  on  what  will 
happen  at  Santiago.  Archbishop  Kyril  of  Russia  at  the  Executive  Committee  spoke  of  those 
expectations.  He  reminded  us  that  the  Fifth  World  Conference  takes  place  on  the  eve  of  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  at  the  end  of  the  ecumenical 
century.  It  is  he  said  the  last  chance  for  those  who  believe  in  ecumenism.  It  is  an 
important  turning  point  for  keeping  the  vision  of  unity  alive.  What  then  with  such 
expectations  expressed  can  we  hope  to  achieve?  Let  me  offer  a few  thoughts  towards  the 
conversation  that  we  must  have  this  week  in  Stuttgart. 

3.  Focusing  the  conversation  in  Santiago  de  Compostela 

Firstly,  I hope  that  those  who  gather  in  Santiago  to  converse  around  the  theme  Towards 
Koinonia  in  Faith  Life  and  Witness  will  experience  something  of  the  communion  about  which 
they  talk.  It  is  in  worship  as  in  Christ  we  pray  to  God,  through  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  that  we  know  that  we  are  joined  to  God  and  to  one  another  in  the  life  and  love  of 
God.  This  is  why  we  have  devoted  so  much  time  to  the  preparation  of  prayer  and  bible 
study.  I hope  that  what  we  experience  in  worship  will  be  all  of  a piece  with  what  we  do 
around  the  conference  table  giving  a healing  context  for  the  sensitive  and  painful  issues  we 
shall  no  doubt  have  to  face.  We  are  grateful  to  The  Revd  Janet  Crawford,  The  Revd  Dr 
Tom  Best  and  the  worship  team  for  the  careful  and  thorough  planning  of  the  worship. 

Secondly,  I hope  that  in  a restless  and  in  some  places  disillusioned  ecumenical  movement 
we  shall  affirm  thankfully  the  degree  of  communion  that  already  exists  between  us.  We  have 
shared  too  much  in  the  ecumenical  movement  so  far  to  believe  that  we  are  out  of 
communion.  We  have  a real  if  not  fully  visible  communion.  This  should  become  a major 
load  bearing  principle  for  all  of  us  in  the  ecumenical  movement.  We  must  not  let  any  new 
difficulty,  or  obstacle,  lead  us  to  deny  that  which  already  exists.  If  the  World  Conference 
were  able  to  get  the  churches  to  affirm  this  we  might  face  the  future  with  greater  confidence. 
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Thirdly,  I hope  that  the  Fifth  World  Conference  will  move  the  churches  to  recommit 
themselves  to  the  search  to  make  visible  and  recognisable  the  communion  that  is  God's  gift. 
Are  we  yet  at  a stage  when  we  could  accept  at  least  the  skeletal  framework  of  characteristics 
of  unity  set  out  in  the  Canberra  Statement  We  are  committed  to  working  to  make  visible 
the  unity  which  is  gift  in  a unity  in  faith,  in  sacramental  life  and  in  witness.  The 
conversation  so  far  ought  to  encourage  us  that  as  we  allow  our  understanding  and  experience 
of  koinonia  to  penetrate  our  work  on  faith,  life  and  witness  so  the  portrait  of  visible  unity 
will  be  more  credible. 

Fourthly,  commitment  to  a remote  goal  will  be  of  little  value  if  it  is  not  harnessed  to 
commitment  to  take  steps  now  on  the  way  to  that  full  visible  unity.  As  John  Deschner  has 
written,  Santiago  must  put  the  possibility  of  action  onto  the  conscience  of  every  church. 
Lund  challenged  the  churches  to  do  everything  together  except  those  things  which  deep 
conviction  demands.  We  should  be  much  further  on  if  this  principle  were  deeply  embedded 
in  the  life  of  our  churches.  The  Conference  should  not  be  afraid  to  reiterate  the  Lund 
Principle  nor  to  re-issue  the  seven  far-reaching  challenges  of  the  Canberra  Statement.  Not 
every  church  is  ready,  or  able,  to  respond  to  all  of  the  challenges.  We  must  accept  that  the 
steps  will  be  taken  at  different  speeds  and  with  different  partners  within  the  one  ecumenical 
movement.  I hope  we  shall  give  thought  to  how  those  churches  who  need  more  agreement 
in  faith  on  the  interlocking  package  of  requirements  for  unity  can  none-the-less  Find  ways  of 
closer  living  with  us  that  will  already  signify  the  communion  we  share.  It  is  only  as  the 
churches  respond  by  taking  steps  towards  one  another  that  the  lie  will  be  give  to  the  cry  that 
visible  unity  is  ‘wil  ‘o  the  wisp’.  If  the  churches  fail  to  take  any  steps  it  is  little  wonder  that 
there  is  diminishing  commitment  to  visible  unity. 

Fifthly,  the  World  Conference  must  formulate  new  areas  of  conversation  for  the  future,  a 
continuing  agenda  for  Faith  and  Order.  To  call  for  a deepening  of  our  understanding  of 
koinonia  would  not  be  to  ask  to  return  to  an  agenda  of  the  past.  It  is  to  focus  on  the  quality 
and  character  of  God’s  own  life  in  which  we  live  and  move  and  have  our  being.  This  forces 
us  to  ask  what  sort  of  church  would  witness  to  that  sort  of  God?  Already  two  aspects  are 
emerging  demanding  attention.  First,  what  is  the  place  of  diversity  within  visible  communion 
- diversity  emerging  from  the  authentic  expression  of  the  Gospel  in  different  cultural 
contexts,  based  on  different  temperamental  and  psychological  make-ups,  on  different 
theological  perspectives,  which  can  find  room  for  different  ethnic  and  national  identities.  To 
focus  on  diversity  held  in  communion  would  not  be  a sign  of  weakness  that  we  are  lost  on 
the  way,  but  rather  a mark  of  new  maturity  which  allows  right  sensitivity  to  each  other’s 
convictions  and  each  other’s  needs.  It  would  also  allow  each  ecclesial  communion  to  be 
honest  about  the  diversity  which  is  a part  of  its  own  life  — diversity  in  ecclesial  communions 
is  surely  universal.  Secondly,  if  our  fundamental  communion  given  in  Christ  is  to  be 
maintained  in  rich  diversity  and  given  that  tension,  even  conflict,  will  always  be  a mark  of 
life  of  Christians,  how  are  we  to  be  held  in  conciliar  communion,  in  graced  belonging? 
What  will  be  the  structures  of  mutual  accountability  and  how  shall  we  cherish  the  faith  in  a 
dynamic  way,  witness  together,  and  together  serve  the  world  and  creation?  Already  the 
Aarhus  consultation  has  indicated  the  potential  for  joint  study  on  the  theme  of  conciliar 
communion.  Both  of  these  emerging  themes  are  most  likely  to  find  their  proper  context  in 
an  enriched  understanding  of  koinonia. 
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Sixthly,  I hope  we  shall  continue  to  develop  work  on  Church  anil  World.  There  is  new 
agenda  opening  up  not  least  of  all  around  the  place  of  ethnic  and  national  identity  and  their 
place  in  the  interconnection  of  Church  and  World.  The  Church  is  only  credible  if  it  is  both 
really  contextual  and  really  universal. 

Seventhly,  I hope  that  the  World  Conference  will  help  us  all  to  understand  the  place  of  Faith 
and  Order  within  the  World  Council,  within  the  Faith  and  Order  Movement  and  within  the 
Ecumenical  Movement.  Faith  and  Order  needs  to  be  given  confidence  to  continue  the  patient 
nurturing  of  its  work  to  act  as  Gunther  Gassmann  has  written  ‘as  a continuing,  identifiable 
and  persistent  reminder  and  advocate  of  the  central  task  of  the  search  for  visible  unity’.  To 
be  the  ‘institutional  carrier’  of  the  message  of  communion  made  visible  and  findable. 

There  is  so  much  more  that  could  be  said  about  the  conversation  beyond  Santiago.  I hope 
it  will  be  more  inclusive,  more  participatory,  more  co-operative,  less  fearful  of  other  partners 
within  the  one  ecumenical  movement.  I hope  Faith  and  Order  will  find  a way  of  listening 
and  a way  of  offering  that  breaks  down  the  old  stereotypical  models  of  that  long  rift  in  the 
ecumenical  movement,  but  which  still  builds  patiently  upon  past  Faith  and  Order  insights  and 
achievements  and  is  clear  about  the  focus  of  its  own  agenda.  We  are  on  a pilgrimage 
together.  All  pilgrim  sites  point  beyond  themselves.  Santiago  de  Compostela  is  no  different. 
The  eschatological  dimension  of  the  unity  of  the  church  is  grounded  in  the  communion  of 
God’s  own  life  — that  is  our  end  as  it  is  indeed  our  beginning. 

Finally,  I want  to  pay  tribute  to  our  Director,  Dr  Gunther  Gassmann  and  to  all  the  staff  for 
their  dedicated  service  in  the  preparation  of  the  Fifth  World  Conference.  In  planning  this 
Conference  we  have  laid  immense  demands  upon  them.  Much  has  been  accomplished  by 
them  since  our  last  meeting  in  Dublin.  We  assure  them  of  our  support  and  prayers  as  we 
enter  the  final  months  of  preparation. 


II.  Report  of  the  Director 


FAITH  AND  ORDER  ACTIVITIES 
May  1992  - April  1993 

Gunther  Gassmann 


1.  Introduction 

This  report  to  the  Standing  Commission  can  be  shorter  than  usual,  and  this  for  two  reasons: 
First,  during  this  period  our  work  concentrated  on  the  preparation  of  the  Fifth  World 
Conference  on  Faith  and  Order.  Second,  several  of  the  aspects  of  this  work  of  preparation 
will  need  further  discussion  and  clarification  during  the  Stuttgart  meeting  of  the  Standing 
Commission.  Needless  to  say  that  this  period  has  been  marked  by  a particularly  heavy 
workload  for  our  staff.  One  should  not  forget  that  in  addition  to  our  specific  Faith  and  Order 
work  there  have  been  all  the  other  commitments  within  Unit  I and  the  whole  WCC,  ongoing 
contacts  with  churches,  responses  to  enquiries  about  Faith  and  Order  work,  meetings  with 
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visiting  delegations  and  groups  and  other  tasks  which  have  taken  up  considerable  time.  At 
the  same  time  we  have  experienced  in  the  staff  many  expressions  of  interest  in  and  support 
for  our  work,  usually  in  connection  with  the  World  Conference,  which  has  been  for  us  a 
source  of  encouragement  and  joy.  I am  extremely  grateful  for  the  hard  and  committed  work 
of  my  colleagues. 

2.  World  Conference 

After  Dublin  1992  we  have  continued  with  the  preparations  of  the  World  Conference. 

(a)  Participants 

The  about  240  delegates  (including  all  Commission  members)  have  been  invited  in  and  after 
May  1992.  Reminders  were  necessary  and  the  number  stands  now  at  158  delegates.  Further 
reminders  are  necessary.  Christian  World  Communions  and  official  guests  have  been  invited 
and  most  have  responded.  The  majority  of  the  35  consultants  and  30  younger  theologians 
have  responded  positively  and  a few  places  have  still  to  be  filled,  especially  in  view  of 
certain  balances.  A number  of  co-opted  staff  have  been  "hired",  also  a first  group  of 
theologically  well  advanced  stewards.  The  remaining  places  will  be  filled  in  April.  With  the 
exception  of  the  two  cases  where  we  have  no  definitive  answer,  all  speakers  and  preachers 
have  agreed  to  come.  The  speakers  for  one  plenary  on  the  future  of  the  ecumenical 
movement  have  still  to  be  agreed  upon. 

(b)  Programme 

A revised  version  of  the  daily  programme  will  be  distributed.  Our  Spanish  partners  have 
received  our  proposal  for  the  plenary  on  Spain.  Some  modifications  for  the  excursion  of 
Sunday,  8 August,  will  be  necessary.  A first  list  of  those  who  will  carry  special 
responsibilities  (section  and  group  leaders  and  profiles  of  their  tasks)  has  been  established, 
and  a programme  for  a training  day  has  been  worked  out  for  them. 

(c)  Working  Document 

Regional  consultations  for  Asia  in  Hong  Kong  (October  1992),  Africa  in  Harare/Zimbabwe 
(October  1992),  the  USA  in  Washington  (October  1992),  the  Middle  East  in  Limassol/Cyprus 
(January  1993),  Latin  America  in  Montevideo/Uruguay  (February/March  1993),  for  the 
Caribbean  in  Kingston/Jamaica  (March  1993)  and  Europe  in  Stuttgart/Germany  (March  1993) 
have  provided  highly  interesting  and  fruitful  occasion  for  an  exchange  of  the  ecumenical 
concerns  of  the  regions  and  for  comments  on  the  Working  Document.  In  addition,  we  have 
received  about  70  reactions  to  the  Dublin  draft  which  again  shows  a remarkable  interest  in 
our  work.  A joint  consultation  between  Faith  and  Order  and  Unit  III  on  "Koinonia  and 
Justice,  Peace  and  the  Integrity  of  Creation"  in  February  1993  in  Aarhus/Denmark  rendered 
an  important  contribution  to  the  interrelation  of  the  theological  work  in  these  two  areas.  In 
January  1993  the  Theme  Group  prepared  a first  revision  of  the  draft  with  the  help  of 
reactions  received  in  1992.  This  draft  is  now  before  the  Standing  Commission  for  further 
revision. 
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(d)  Worship  and  Bible  Study 

The  material  for  the  worship  services  and  the  Bible  studies  has  been  prepared  and  details  will 
be  presented  to  the  Standing  Commission.  The  Group  on  Worship  and  Bible  Study  met  in 
July  1992  in  Santiago  de  Compostela. 

(e)  Finances 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  special  funding  request  established  in  1990  had  to  be  increased  from 
Sfr  700.000  to  Sfr  1.300.000,  the  churches  have  responded  positively  to  our  requests  even 
though  in  some  cases  with  smaller  amounts  than  expected. 

Pledges  and  funds  received  stand  now  at  Sfr  909.360.  We  have  some  good  hope  that  the 
remaining  Sfr  300.000  will  come  from  outstanding  responses  and  additional  requests. 

(f)  Organization 

Some  members  of  the  Programme/Organization/Planning  Group  and  staff  met  in  July  in 
Santiago  de  Compostela  and  together  with  some  officers  and  the  moderators  of  the  three 
preparatory  groups  in  December  1992  in  Paris.  They  reconsidered  the  programme,  speakers, 
participants,  worship,  Bible  study,  communication  and  all  the  practical  matters  (facilities, 
housing,  local  contacts,  decoration,  cyclostyle,  staff  responsibilities,  etc.).  Most  of  these 
issues  are  mentioned  in  the  minutes  of  the  Paris  meeting  which  will  be  available  to  the 
Standing  Commission.  Several  points  need  final  clarification  and  must  be  implemented  in  the 
coming  weeks. 

(g)  Publications 

In  preparation  for  the  World  Conference  the  whole  January  1993  issue  of  THE 
ECUMENICAL  REVIEW  was  planned  for  this  occasion.  Two  of  the  contributions  (by  P. 
Crow  and  G.  Gassmann)  are  also  published  as  a booklet  for  the  participants  and  wider 
distribution.  The  long  planned  "Documentary  History  of  Faith  and  Order  1963-1993"  (ed. 
by  G.  Gassmann)  will  be  published  in  March/ April  1993.  The  publications  for  the  worship 
services  and  Bible  studies  are  ready  for  printing. 

(h)  In  Conclusion 

We  are  well  advanced  on  the  complicated  and  complex  work  of  preparing  such  a large 
meeting.  The  remaining  four  months  will  provide  sufficient  time  to  finalize  the  different 
tasks.  In  general  it  can  be  said  that  already  now  Faith  and  Order  has  a much  stronger  place 
in  the  awareness  of  the  churches,  and  the  unprecedented  series  of  9 regional  consultation 
within  15  months  has  certainly  rendered  a major  contribution  to  this  awareness  on  which  we 
should  build  in  the  future. 
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3.  Other  Faith  and  Order  Matters 

(a)  By-Laws 

In  the  context  of  the  new  structure  of  the  WCC  the  question  of  the  different  by-laws  within 
the  WCC  is  considered  both  by  a staff  group  and  a sub-committee  of  the  Central  Committee. 
The  Central  Committee  has  clearly  recognized  the  special  status  and  significance  of  the  Faith 
and  Order  Commission.  But  there  is  a desire  to  modify  the  By-Laws  in  such  a way  that  they 
correspond  to  the  new  structure.  A proposal  will  be  presented  to  the  Standing  Commission. 

(b)  Ongoing  Activities 

In  October  1992  the  joint  consultation  between  Faith  and  Order  and  the  Pontifical  Council 
for  Promoting  Christian  Unity  took  place  in  Dublin/Ireland  in  order  to  prepare  the  material 
for  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  1994. 

Our  three  major  documents  have  now  been  published  in  French  (Editions  du  Cerf,Paris): 

Confesser  la  foi  commune 
Eglise  et  monde 

Bapteme,  eucharistie,  ministere  1982-1990 

The  "Confessing  the  One  Faith"  document  has  also  been  published  in  Italian  - Confessare 
una  sola  fede  - and  a Portuguese  translation  (Brazil)  will  soon  appear. 

Staff  has  been  involved  in  the  work  of  the  Joint  Working  Group  between  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches  (the  Director  is  a member  and  co-responsible  for 
a small  study  project  on  the  Canberra  Unity  Statement). 

Staff  has  continued  to  respond  to  enquiries  in  relation  to  the  former  three  major  studies  and 
has  given  lectures  and  published  papers.  The  cooperation  on  theological  reflections  about 
Jewish-Christian  dialogue  has  continued. 

(c)  Staff 

We  welcome  Rev.  Dr  Dagmar  Heller  as  a consultant  for  the  period  between  April  1993  and 
March  1994.  Her  presence  and  cooperation  will  provide  us  with  additional  help  for  the 
period  before,  at  and  after  the  World  Conference.  She  will  also  help  to  bridge  the  gap 
created  by  the  departure  of  two  of  our  colleagues.  The  V.Rev.  Dr  Gennadios  Limouris  will 
leave  the  WCC  at  the  end  of  his  present  contract,  after  10  years  with  Faith  and  Order,  on 
30  June  1993  in  order  to  take  up  new  responsibilities  at  the  Ecumenical  Patriarchate.  Dr 
Silke- Petra  Bergjan  will  leave  on  30  September  1993  in  order  to  accept  the  position  of  an 
assistant  professor  at  the  University  of  Berlin  which  will  allow  her  to  continue  her  academic 
studies  and  career.  With  their  specific  gifts  and  experiences  both  colleagues  have  rendered 
important  contributions  to  our  work  and  have  assisted  us  and  the  whole  WCC  in  many  ways. 
Our  best  wishes  accompany  them  when  they  enter  a new  phase  in  their  lives.  At  the  end  of 
her  5 months’  term,  our  Intern,  Ms  Ute  Thrane,  is  also  leaving.  She  is  now  preparing  for 
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her  final  examinations  after  she  has  made  a thorough  study  on  the  discussion  in  the  WCC  on 
the  ordination  of  women. 

(d)  A Last  Sentence 

We  are  looking  forward  to  the  World  Conference  with  fear  and  trembling,  but  also  in  the 
confidence  that  it  will,  with  God’s  help,  be  of  historic  significance  and  we  all  will  be  co- 
actors in  such  an  event. 
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III.  Preparation  for  the  Fifth  World  Conference 

A.  Worship  and  Bible  Studies  Planning  Group 

1.  Overview  on  Preparation  for  Worship  and  Bible  Studies 

Janet  Crawford,  Moderator  of  the  Worship  and  Bible  Studies  Planning  Group,  presented  an 
overview  of  the  worship  and  bible  studies  planning  process,  materials  and  programme  for  the 
world  conference. 


(a)  The  principal  steps  in  the  planning  process  have  included  the  following: 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 


Rome  (Standing  Commission) 
Wimbledon  (WBS  group) 

Boston  (WBS  group) 

Dublin  (Standing  Commission) 

Santiago  de  Compostela  (Worship  Team) 
Hong  Kong  (Members  of  WBS  Group) 
Paris  (Overall  Planning  Group) 


May  1991 
December  1991 
January  1992 
January  1992 
July  1992 
October  1992 
December  1992 


The  major  development  of  worship  texts  took  place  at  the  meeting  at  Santiago  (July,  1992  - 
in  fact  this  has  been  the  only  meeting  of  the  actual  worship  team).  The  texts  were  reviewed 
and  approved  by  the  wider  world  conference  planning  group  at  its  Paris  meeting  (December, 
1992). 


(b)  The  relationship  of  the  WBS  Planning  Group  to  the  Worship  Team  was  explained. 
The  Worship  and  Bible  Studies  Planning  Group  has  been  responsible  for  overall  planning  and 
supervision  of  preparations  for  worship  and  bible  study.  Its  members,  being  Faith  and  Order 
Commissioners,  will  be  fully  occupied  at  Santiago  in  representing  their  churches.  Thus  the 
actual  coordination  and  "animation"  of  worship  is  entrusted  to  the  Worship  Team  consisting 
of  the  moderator  of  the  WBS  group  and  others: 

1.  Rev.  Janet  Crawford 

2.  Rev.  Terry  MacArthur 

3.  Ms  Simei  Monteiro 

4.  Fr  Milos  Vesin 

5.  Rev.  Christian  Tamaela 

6.  Sr  Heidi  Waffler 

7.  Fr  Joachim  Tsopanoglou 

Conference  delegates  will  be  asked  to  lead  the  various  services,  keeping  in  mind  the  needs 
for  representation  and  balance.  On  some  occasions  others  will  be  involved,  for  example  in 
giving  the  greeting  and  the  sermon  for  the  opening  worship. 

(c)  The  publications  relating  to  worship  and  bible  studies  at  the  world  conference  include 
the  following.  Unless  otherwise  noted  these  will  be  available  in  English,  Spanish,  German 
and  French. 
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1.  Prayer  card  - wide  distribution  before  the  world  conference 

2.  Partakers  of  the  Promise : Bible  Societies  Booklet  of  texts  on  Koinonia  - for 
reference  in  the  discussion  groups;  distribution  before  and  after  through  UBS 

3.  Worship  Book  - morning  and  evening  worships,  other  material  for  the  world 
conference 

4.  All  of  You  are  One  in  Christ  Jesus  (Frances  Young)  - the  daily  bible  study  texts 
(also  may  be  used  by  CCBI,  and  perhaps  others,  after  the  world  conference) 

5.  Celebrating  Community:  Prayers  and  songs  on  unity  (WCC  Publications)  - also 
for  distribution  after  the  world  conference 

6.  Bible  study  book  for  local  congregations  (Tom  Hoyt;  Trinity  Press  Publication;  in 
English)  - for  commercial  distribution  after  the  World  Conference 

(d)  The  biblical  input  to  the  world  conference  was  reviewed.  This  will  include  the 
following  elements: 

1.  First  Biblical  Plenary  (J.  Reumann:  survey  of  koinonia) 

2.  Second  Biblical  Plenary  (D.  Lee,  J.  Onaiyekan,  S.  Chan:  personal  visions  of 
koinonia) 

3.  Biblical  meditations/expositions  during  the  morning  worships  (Frances  Young:  a 
systematic  treatment  of  Galatians) 

4.  Biblical  reflection  and  discussion  in  the  Groups  (the  discussion  of  the  biblical 
material  is  to  be  integrated  with  the  discussion  of  the  theme  and  sub-themes) 

(e)  The  various  worship  elements  for  the  world  conference  were  reviewed.  These  include: 

1.  Opening  act 

2.  Opening  worship 

3.  7 daily  worships 

4.  Evening  worship 

5.  Orthodox  vespers 

6.  Roman  Catholic  vespers 

7.  Eucharist  hosted  by  Spanish  Protestant  Churches 

8.  Daily  early  morning  Eucharistic  services 

9.  Closing  worship 

It  was  noted  that  the  early  morning  eucharistic  services  (item  8),  while  coordinated  by  the 

WBS  Group,  are  not  an  official  part  of  the  world  conference  programme.  In  addition  it  was 
possible  that  a Vesper  service  on  Sunday  8 August  would  be  arranged  and  offered  by  our 
local  hosts. 

2.  Plenary  Discussion  of  Report 

The  presentation  of  the  worship  and  bible  studies  planning  and  programme  was  followed  by 
lively  discussion,  during  which  the  following  points  emerged: 

(a)  The  opening  worship  text  should  include  an  explanatory  note  on  the  use  of  the 
Botafumero.  It  was  noted  that  the  Cathedral  officials  had  been  fully  consulted  during  the  July 
1992  on-site  visit,  and  had  reviewed  a draft  text  of  the  opening  worship. 
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(b)  The  eucharistic  service  which  is  on  the  world  conference  schedule  (on  the  evening  of 
10  August)  is  offered  by  the  two  WCC  member  Spanish  Protestant  churches,  who  invite  each 
person  to  participate  as  possible  according  to  his  or  her  tradition. 

(c)  The  early  morning  eucharistic  services  are  coordinated  by  the  WBS  Planning  Group 
but  are  not  part  of  the  official  world  conference  programme.  They  are  offered  for  those  for 
whom  daily  or  frequent  celebration  of  the  eucharist  is  important.  Rather  than  having  a series 
of  "denominational"  services,  each  day’s  service  will  be  based  upon  the  Lima  liturgy,  with 
that  day’s  president  being  encouraged  to  adapt  (and  simplify)  the  text.  (Such  adaptation  was 
forseen  in  the  original  publication  of  the  Lima  liturgy).  Each  day’s  president  will,  of  course, 
be  acting  as  a representative  or  his  or  her  church;  yet  the  distinctive  spirituality  of  each 
church  may  be  expressed  through  the  adaptation  of  the  basic  Lima  text.  It  is  important  to  use 
the  Lima  liturgy  as  it  represents  a "reception",  in  the  worship  life  of  many  churches,  of 
significant  ecumenical  developments. 

(d)  In  order  to  avoid  the  embarassment  and  pain  experienced  at  recent  large  ecumenical 
meetings  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  a clear  statement  of  the  eucharistic  disciplines  of  the 
major  traditions.  Such  statements  should  be  provided  by  the  traditions  themselves. 

(e)  The  wide  distribution  of  the  Bible  Societies  booklet  of  texts  on  Koinonia  was  making 
many  churches  (and  perhaps  seminaries,  etc.)  more  aware  of  Faith  and  Order  and  the  world 
conference.  In  Santiago  it  should  be  a helpful  reference  text  in  the  group  discussions. 
Moreover  it  represents  an  important  beginning  for  cooperation  between  the  WCC  and  the 
United  Bible  Societies.  However,  it  was  emphasized  that  the  booklet  should  not  impede 
delegates  from  bringing  and  using  their  own  bibles. 

(f)  The  prayer  card  could  be  very  useful  in  building  awareness  of  the  world  conference 
in  churches  around  the  world.  Commissioners  should  promote  its  distribution  and  use  as 
widely  as  possible. 

(g)  The  bible  study  book  for  use  in  congregations  should  help  congregations  become 
aware  of  Faith  and  Order,  and  relate  the  discussion  of  koinonia  to  their  own  situation. 

(h)  The  theme  of  Transfiguration  should  be  carefully  related  to  our  experience  in 
Santiago.  This  can  be  developed  in  the  Orthodox  Vespers  service.  It  was  also  noted  that 
August  6 is  remembered  by  many  as  "Hiroshima  Day"  and  that  our  worship  should  take 
account  of  this  event  and  of  the  yearning  for  peace  in  our  world. 

(i)  It  would  be  desirable  to  print  the  Greek  text  of  Galatians  (probably  in  the  UBS 
version)  together  with  the  bible  study  texts  by  Frances  Young. 

(j)  A Roman  Catholic  presence  on  the  worship  team  (i.e.  among  the  coordinators  and 
animateurs)  was  still  needed.  The  WBS  Planning  Group  hopes  this  can  still  be  arranged. 

3.  Report  of  Discusssion  and  Decisions:  Worship  and  Bible  Study  Planning  Group 

After  its  initial  report  in  plenary  and  in  light  of  the  plenary  discussion  the  group  met  and 
made  a thorough  review  of  the  Worship  and  Bible  Study  programme  for  the  world 
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conference.  The  elements  of  the  programme  being  established,  and  the  opening,  morning  and 
evening  worships  having  been  reviewed  by  the  Paris  general  planning  meeting,  the  group 
addressed  numerous  detailed  questions  of  leadership  and  practical  planning. 

The  Worship/Bible  Studies  Group  also  addressed,  at  the  request  of  the  Programme, 
Organization  and  Finance  Group,  several  other  issues  relating  to  the  world  conference  as  a 
whole.  These  included  documentation,  leadership  for  the  discussion  groups,  and  the 
decorations  scheme  and  budget. 

The  following  decisions  in  the  area  of  worship  and  bible  studies  were  made  and  reported  in 
a later  plenary  session: 

(a)  The  Greek  text  of  Galatians  (probably  the  UBS  text)  should  be  included  in  the  Bible 
Study  booklet  if  technically  and  financially  possible.  Otherwise  offprints  or  photocopies 
should  be  available  at  the  World  Conference. 

(b)  Preliminary  work  was  done  on  identifying  people  for  worship  leadership.  Further 
decisions  will  be  made  taking  into  account  the  leadership  needs  of  the  world  conference  as 
a whole. 

(c)  It  was  agreed  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  have  specific  questions  relating  to  the  Bible 

Study  for  the  groups  but  that  it  is  important  that  the  training  of  the  group  leaders  should 

include  ways  to  ensure  that  the  biblical  material  is  used  in  the  group  discussions,  and  related 
to  the  theme  and  sub-themes  of  the  world  conference. 

(d)  On  eucharistic  worship:  a statement  on  eucharistic  worship  with  information  about  the 
various  services  is  to  be  included  in  the  Conference  handbook. 

In  the  additional  areas  tackled  by  the  group  the  following  actions  were  taken,  with  detailed 
proposals  being  given  to  the  Programme,  Organization  and  Finance  group: 

(e)  Documentation.  Three  categories  were  identified: 

1.  material  to  be  sent  beforehand 

2.  material  to  be  distributed  at  the  World  Conference 

3.  information  to  go  in  the  World  Conference  handbook 
(see  the  Documentation  report  for  details) 

(f)  Leadership.  A preliminary  list  of  moderators  and  drafters  for  the  proposed  18 
discussion  groups  was  drawn  up. 

(g)  Decoration.  The  existing  decorations  plan  was  revised  (see  p.  37). 

The  report  was  received  with  appreciation  by  the  Standing  Commission. 
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B.  Theme  Group 

1.  Summary  of  Responses  to  the  Draft  Working  Document  (Dublin  Text) 

Dr  Silke-Petra  Bergjan  introduced  a summary  of  the  responses  received  to  date  to  the  draft 
working  document,  the  Dublin  Text.  She  reported  that  76  responses  had  been  received  of 
differing  length.  Some  were  from  individuals,  others  reports  of  consultations.  The  majority 
of  responses  were  from  North  America  and  Europe.  Only  8 were  from  Asia,  Africa,  Latin 
America  and  the  Near  East,  4 from  Australia  and  4 from  other  parts  of  the  WCC.  A 
substantial  number  were  from  Roman  Catholics,  but  none  from  Orthodox  voices. 

Dr  Bergjan  noted  that  the  responses  gave  a good  picture  of  what  the  present  ecumenical 
discussion  is  about.  Among  the  points  raised  in  the  responses  she  noted  the  following: 

The  language  and  style  of  the  document  which  by  some  was  said  to  be  too 
triumphalistic,  authoritative  and  imperialistic,  too  general,  too  academic,  too 
theological,  too  European. 

The  term  koinonia  was  thought  by  some  to  be  too  broad  a concept  and  not  precise 
enough.  What  is  the  relation  between  koinonia  translated  as  "communion"  and 
"community"? 

Only  6 responses  appeared  to  know  about  the  Canberra  Statement.: 

Among  issues  needing  further  clarification  were:  sacrament  - sacramentality;  the 
eucharist  and  sacrifice;  a personal  ministry  of  oversight,  the  ordination  of  women. 
The  Quakers  raised  questions  about  the  position  of  those  "who  do  not  conform  to 
water  baptising,  or  engage  in  symbolic  eating  or  public  confession  of  the  Creed". 
What  is  the  relation  between  a theocentric  and  a christocentric  entry  point  to  the 
Christian  faith? 

What  is  the  relation  between  apostolic  faith  and  Creed? 

The  place  of  the  apostles  in  Christian  history  needs  to  be  re-evaluated. 

How  should  we  speak  about  Israel? 

What  is  the  relation  between  JPIC  and  the  Faith  and  Order  agenda? 

(A  full  copy  of  Dr  Bergjan’s  report  is  in  the  Faith  and  Order  archives.) 

The  Commission  expressed  its  gratitude  to  Dr  Silke-Petra  Bergjan  for  the  work  carried  out 
on  the  responses.  The  content  of  the  responses  would  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the 
Theme  Group  in  producing  a final  draft  for  the  World  Conference  Working  Document. 

2.  Regional  Consultations 

The  Standing  Commission  received  reports  of  the  Regional  Consultations. 

(a)  Africa  (October  1992,  Harare/Zimbabwe) 

Dr  Yemba  Kekumba  who  moderated  the  Africa  Consultation  reported  that  the  consultation 
had  been  a happy  one  with  much  interest  shown  in  the  World  Conference.  Among  issues 
raised  were  the  following: 
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the  way  in  which  social  and  political  tensions  affect  all  the  churches  in  Africa;  the 
relation  between  the  unity  of  the  Church  and  the  unity  of  the  world  is  crucial; 
relations  between  Christianity  and  other  religions  is  an  existential  issue;  the  onslaught 
of  fundamentalist  Islam  was  seen  to  be  an  urgent  matter; 
the  notion  of  koinonia  is  sympathetic  to  the  Africa  experience. 

(b)  Asia/ Pacific  (Hong  Kong,  October  1992) 

Prof.  Dr  Kyung  Sook  Lee  reported  that  the  consultation  had  been  a "beautiful  experience". 
People  had  a positive  experience  of  working  together  around  the  theme  of  koinonia.  There 
was  a shared  concern  that  for  the  Church  ecumenism  is  a matter  of  life  or  death.  However, 
Dr  Lee  noted  that  the  Working  Document  was  felt  to  be  the  product  of  the  First  World,  too 
European  and  with  little  space  given  to  the  issues  of  Asia.  Questions  had  been  raised  about 
the  lack  of  the  acknowledgment  of  pluralism  about  and  what  is  meant  by  "apostolic  faith". 
The  meeting  requested  follow-up  in  the  regions  and  more  "koinonia  meetings". 

(c)  North  America  (October  1992,  Washington,  DC) 

Dr  Gassmann  explained  why  a second  North  American  meeting  had  taken  place  in 
Washington.  Many  of  the  views  discussed  at  the  meeting  had  to  do  with  the  question  of 
ecumenical  method  and  the  understanding  of  the  term  koinonia.  Many  suggestions  had  been 
made  for  the  revision  of  the  Working  Document. 

(d)  Middle  East  (January  1993,  Limassol/Cyprus) 

Fr  Jean  Tillard  reported  on  the  meeting  at  Limassol.  He  described  it  as  one  of  the  best 
ecumenical  meetings  he  had  attended.  The  special  situation  in  the  Middle  East,  bringing 
together  the  countries  and  traditions  it  does,  is  unique.  Throughout  the  meeting  there  was  a 
firm  conviction  that  unity  is  a necessity  in  the  Middle  East  where  Christians  are  in  a 
minority;  "from  this  birth  place  unity  should  blossom".  The  theme  of  koinonia  was  seen  as 
helpful  but  needed  a more  theological  treatment. 

(e)  Latin  America  (February/ March  1993,  Montevideo/Uruguay) 

The  Rev.  Araceli  Rocchietti  organised  the  Latin  American  Consultation.  The  V.  Rev.  Prof. 
Emmanuel  Clapsis  who  attended  the  Consultation  reported  that  the  Latin  Americans  present 
at  the  Consultation  expressed  "suspicion"  at  the  method  and  language  of  the  document  for 
the  World  Conference.  Theology  in  the  context  of  Latin  America  is  done  in  another  way  and 
springs  from  "solidarity  with  the  poor".  This  had  led  to  the  question  of  whether  there  is 
danger  in  emphasizing  any  particular  kind  of  experience.  How  can  the  basic  things  of  the 
faith  and  life  of  the  Church  be  recognized  within  and  between  different  contexts?  Faith  and 
Order  needs  to  enable  an  intensive  discussion  of  method.  A recurring  question  at  the 
Consultation  had  been  that  of  authority  in  the  Church. 

(f)  Caribbean  (March  1993,  Kingston/Jamaica) 

Dr  Neville  Callam  reported  that  the  meeting  was  very  small  and  not  well  prepared,  though 
this  was  understandable  in  the  circumstances.  The  hope  was  expressed  that  the  process  would 
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be  developed  and  that  there  would  be  a continuing  dialogue  around  the  notion  of  koinonia 
in  the  region  stimulated  by  Faith  and  Order. 

(f)  Europe  (March  1993,  Stuttgart/Germany) 

Sister  Mary  O’Driscoll  reported  on  the  first  European  Consultation  that  took  place  in  Dublin 
last  year  and  Dr  Gassmann  on  the  second  European  Consultation  in  Stuttgart.  At  both  of 
these  meetings  the  question  of  proselytism  and  competitive  evangelisation  in  Europe  were 
subjects  of  discussion. 

In  the  discussion  of  the  Regional  Reports  the  Standing  Commission  agreed  to  produce  a small 
booklet  bringing  together  the  reports  of  each  regional  meeting.  This  should  be  sent  to  all 
members  of  the  World  Conference  and  act  as  a document  to  be  read  alongside  the  Working 
Document  to  give  some  contextual  specificity  to  the  discussion.  It  was  agreed  that  following 
on  the  World  Conference  all  those  who  had  taken  part  in  the  regional  meetings  should 
receive  a copy  of  the  short  report  of  the  World  Conference.  The  hope  was  also  expressed 
that  the  Standing  Commission  would  give  further  thought  after  the  World  Conference  to  the 
construction  of  contact  between  Faith  and  Order  and  the  regions.  It  was  noted  that  twenty 
or  so  members  of  the  Standing  Commission  had  been  involved  in  more  than  one  of  the 
regional  meetings  and  that  many  members  of  the  Plenary  Commission  had  also  been  drawn 
into  the  process.  In  this  way  delegates  to  the  World  Conference  were  already  prepared  for 
the  theme  Towards  Koinonia  in  Faith.  Life  and  Witness. 

3.  Revision  of  the  Working  Document 

During  the  Stuttgart  meeting  a revision  of  the  Working  Document  was  made  using  the 
responses  from  the  Regional  Consultations  and  the  responses  received  from  groups  and 
individuals.  It  was  agreed  that  the  staff  should  be  responsible  for  preparing  a clean  text  which 
would  be  sent  to  the  Bishop  of  Bristol  and  the  Moderator  for  reading  before  publication.  The 
Commission  agreed  that  the  text  should  be  known  as  a Discussion  Paper.  With  this  change 
of  title  the  Commission  wished  to  indicate  that  there  was  no  intention  of  refining  the 
document  at  the  World  Conference  into  a convergence  text.  Rather  the  Commission  hoped 
that  it  would  prove  a useful  tool  in  stimulating  and  orientating  conversation.  It  would  also 
provide  a potential  quarry  for  the  work  of  sections  and  groups  at  the  World  Conference. The 
Moderator  and  Director  were  asked  to  write  a Preface  for  the  Discussion  Paper. 

The  Standing  Commission  decided  that  to  facilitate  discussion  at  the  World  Conference  the 
Discussion  Paper  should  include  questions  at  the  end  of  each  section.  The  Discussion  Paper 
should  indicate  that  the  questions  were  not  meant  to  limit  discussion.  The  following  questions 
were  suggested: 

(a)  Faith 

1.  Where  in  our  life  as  divided  churches  do  our  actions  reflect  our  common  faith  (See 
paragraph  8)? 

2.  How  do  we  recognise  the  Apostolic  Faith  in  one  another’s  churches? 

3.  In  what  ways  can  we  affirm  Unity  with  Diversity  and  Diversity  with  Unity? 
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4.  What  structures  of  authority  for  common  decision  making  and  teaching  are  necessary 
for  the  visible  unity  of  the  Church? 

(b)  Life 

The  foundation  of  our  common  life 

1 . What  do  we  mean  by  a sacrament? 

2.  How  can  we  move  towards  a non-divisive  understanding  of  the  nature  of  sacraments? 
Sacramental  life 

1.  There  are  issues  relating  to  Baptism  and  Eucharist  as  steps  on  the  road  to  visible  unity 
which  we  need  to  address.  What  are  they?  How  might  these  steps  be  taken? 

Called  to  service  in  Christ 

1.  If  we  believe  that  it  is  Christ  who  presides  at  the  Eucharist  (BEM,  Eucharist  29),  is 
the  presiding  minister  a type  of  Christ,  or  of  God  (cf.  Ignatius,  Magnesians)  or  a 
representative  of  the  community  present? 

2.  By  whom  and  how  is  the  presiding  minister  appointed? 

3.  If  in  Christ  there  is  the  recapitulation  of  the  whole  of  humanity  (men  and  women 
what  implications  does  this  have  for  the  gender  of  the  presiding  minister? 

What  is  the  nature  and  purpose  of  ordination? 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  difference  between  priesthood  and  episcopacy? 

How  do  we  understand  the  tradition  of  the  plurality  of  consecrators  in  episcopal 
consecration? 

7.  What  do  we  mean  by  apostolic  continuity?  Is  there  a difference  between  apostolic 
continuity  and  apostolic  succession? 

The  practice  of  common  life 

1.  How  can  a common  life  of  prayer  be  built  up? 

2.  What  are  the  obstacles  to  becoming  a truly  inclusive  community? 

3.  How  is  the  Church  to  serve  the  world? 

(c)  Witness 

1.  How  can  the  Church  be  a prophetic  sign  in  your  local  context? 

2.  What  are  the  distinctive  contributions  and  the  limitations  that  the  World  brings  in  its 

involvement  in  movements  for  liberation  and  social  change? 

3.  How  can  we  achieve  a balance  between  honesty  in  witness  and  tolerance  and  openness 
in  dialogue? 

4.  What  ethical  positions  in  the  modern  world  would  you  regard  as  "moral  heresies"? 

5.  How  does  your  faith,  shape  your  behaviour  towards  God’s  creation? 

6.  How  does  the  liturgical  life  of  your  congregation  enable  you  to  witness  for  a renewed 

world? 

7.  Why  is  the  unity  of  the  Church  important  as  a witness  for  a renewed  world? 
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C.  Programme,  Organisation  and  Finance  Planning  Group 

1.  Report  of  the  Paris  and  Cyprus  Planning  Meetings 

The  Minutes  of  both  these  meetings  were  circulated  to  the  Standing  Commission.  The 
meeting  took  place  from  13-19  December  1992  at  the  Prieure  Saint-Benoit.  It  was  attended 
by  the  Officers,  the  moderators  of  the  Worship  and  Bible  Study  Group  (Rev.  Janet 
Crawford),  the  Programme,  Organisation  and  Finance  Group  (Dr  Paul  Crow  Jr),  the  Theme 
Group  (Rt  Rev.  Barry  Rogerson  standing  in  for  Metropolitan  Ibrahim)  and  members  of  the 
staff  of  Faith  and  Order.  Dr  Gennadios  Limouris  sent  his  apologies.  The  Paris  meeting 
reviewed  the  plans  for  the  World  Conference  and  took  further  decisions  as  to  participants  and 
speakers.  It  also  reviewed  the  texts  for  worship  at  the  World  Conference. 

The  meeting  of  the  Theme  Group  in  Cyprus,  5-11  January  1993,  provided  the  opportunity 
for  the  Moderator,  Fr  Jean  Tillard,  Rt  Rev.  Barry  Rogerson,  Dr  Silke-Petra  Bergjan  and  Mrs 
Renate  Sbeghen  to  continue  to  review  plans  for  the  World  Conference  in  consultation  with 
the  Director. 

(Full  Minutes  of  both  meetings  are  in  the  archives  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat.) 

2.  Report  of  the  Programme,  Organisation  and  Finance  Planning  Group 

Paul  Crow  presented  an  agenda  for  the  group’s  work  and  later  presented  the  report  of  the 
group. 

(a)  Finance  - there  was  good  hope  of  a budget  "surplus"  through  church  donations  which 
would  enable  follow-up  of  the  Conference. 

(b)  Mailings  to  participants  were  being  spaced  to  ensure  timely  but  "digestible"  reception. 

(c)  Communications  were  being  planned  by  Jan  Kok  with  50  journalists  already  registered 
(the  rule  that  they  must  work  as  journalists  and  not  as  participants  was  reaffirmed). 

(d)  Interpretation  had  been  organized. 

(e)  Review  of  Registered  Participants 

At  16  March  1993  160  delegates  had  been  appointed;  some  churches  had  accepted  the 
invitation  without  yet  specifying  names;  14  speakers  had  accepted  (four  of  them  delegates), 
24  consultants,  7 official  guests,  1 1 representatives  of  CWCs,  9 younger  theologians. 

If  it  turned  out  that  some  invited  churches  did  not  take  up  the  invitation,  alternative 
invitations  should  focus  on  the  same  regional/confessional  distribution  of  places.  The  list  of 
consultants  should  not  be  filled  until  the  position  of  all  Plenary  Commission  members  was 
clear,  but  there  was  urgency  to  complete  the  balance  of  the  consultants  group. 

Invitations  to  WCC  staff  needed  as  coopted  staff  or  otherwise  as  partners  in  the  Conference 
task  should  be  completed  by  April  20. 
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Some  alarm  was  felt  at  the  large  number  of  the  240  delegates  still  not  named.  There  was  no 
support  for  "overbooking"  on  delegates,  in  view  of  the  pressure  on  other  categories  (e.g.  10 
speakers  already  treated  as  special  category).  Members  were  invited  to  list  churches  in  their 
regions  which  could  receive  alternative  invitations  to  appoint  delegates. 

(f)  Programme  Adjustments 

(1)  Statement  of  the  younger  theologians  to  be  moved  to  one  of  the  presentations  in 
Plenary  XI  on  the  future  of  the  ecumenical  movement. 

(2)  The  afternoon  of  Friday,  6 August,  to  be  re-timed  to  allow  for  some  special  meetings 
(16.00-18.00:  Sections,  18.00-18.30:  break,  18.30-19.30:  free  for  special  meetings  (e.g. 
United/Uniting  churches,  women,  Orthodox,  younger  theologians). 

(3)  Monday,  9 August,  18.00-19.30  to  revert  to  "Regional  Meetings". 

(4)  Sunday,  8 August  timetable:  07.00-08.00  breakfast;  09.00-10.00  common  worship 
(Lima  Liturgy?),  11.00  leave  for  excursion,  including  free  time  in  La  Coruna,  lunch  (each 
bus  to  a different  restaurant?),  visit  to  monastery  for  vespers,  return  for  20.00  supper.  (Note 
that  the  original  idea  of  common  worship  and  a civic  reception  in  La  Coruna  was  impossible 
because  of  a civic  festivity  there  on  the  particular  date.) 

(g)  Dealing  with  Proposals  for  Resolutions  on  Specific  Topics 

The  group  agreed  an  approach  to  this  matter  which  was  passed  to  the  drafters  of  the  Standing 
Orders. 

(h)  Speakers 

For  Plenary  II  Rev.  Neville  Callam,  Rev.  Mercedes  Garcia  Bachmann. 

For  Plenary  XI  Dr  Rena  Karefa-Smart,  Rt  Rev.  Samuel  Joshua,  younger  theologians’ 
statement  read  by  one  of  their  choice. 

For  Plenary  XIV  Fr  Jean  Tillard,  Dr  Constance  Tarasar,  Dr  Yemba  Kekumba  (the  above  to 
be  invited  immediately  - to  give  10  minute  speeches). 

(i)  Co-opted  Staff 

Co-opted  staff  and  responsibilities  listed  in  Paris  minutes  XVII  were  confirmed,  also  the 
needs  and  facilities  required  as  in  Paris  staff  paper  of  November  19.  Fr  Elisardo  Temperan, 
the  local  responsible  person  for  Conference  arrangements. 

(j)  Additional  names: 

(1)  Leader  of  stewards  - Donata  Dorfel  and  a local  Spanish  person 

(2)  Registration  and  information  desk:  Renate  Sbeghen  with  two  persons  of  her  choice 
and  some  help  from  Beatrice  Fleury. 
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(3)  Typing  pool  and  documentation  co-opted  staff  from  the  Ecumenical  Centre  selected 
by  Faith  and  Order  staff. 

(4)  Financial  help:  Yasmina  Lebouchera. 

(5)  Care  of  a "library"  of  ecumenical  texts  for  reference:  a co-opted  staff  person. 

(6)  Overall  coordination  of  local  facilities  and  contacts  for  the  Conference  is  with  Renate 
Sbeghen  and  a small  team.  This  task  requires  also  involvement  in  the  preparation  of  these 
matters  which  is  taking  place  under  the  general  responsibility  of  the  Director. 


(k)  Co-Moderators  and  Drafters  for  the  Message  Committee,  for  Sections  and  Groups 

Lists  of  names  and  suggestions  for  tasks  which  had  already  been  prepared  at  the  Paris 
meeting  and  by  the  officers  were  brought  together  with  further  names  from  the  Latest 
Conference  list.  It  was  agreed  that  Co-Moderators  must  be  delegates  and/or  members  of  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission:  drafters  could  and  could  include  consultants.  After  long  and 
careful  consideration  and  balancing  of  regions,  confessions,  personal  skills  and  team-building 
for  each  piece  of  work  the  following  lists  were  agreed: 

(l)  The  Message  Committee 

Co-Moderators:  Rev.  Prof.  Duncan  Forrester/Rev.  Olivia  Wesley 

Drafters:  Rev.  Hugh  Blessing  Boe 

Prof.  Roberta  Bondi 
Rev.  Martin  Cressey 
Sister  Dr  Donna  Gernaert 
Rev.  Prof.  Thomas  Hopko 
Rev.  Jaci  Maraschin 
Rev.  Dr  Everett  Mendoza 
Rev.  Dr  Adolfo  Gonzalez  Montes 

(2)  Sections  (numbered  as  in  Registration  Form) 

I (Faith)  Co-Moderators: 

Metropolitan  Daniel/Dr  Melanie  May 
Co-Drafters: 

Rev.  Elisabeth  Parmentier/Rev.  Prof.  William  Henn 

II  (Life)  Co-Moderators: 

Rev.  Christobella  Bagh/Rt  Rev.  Barry  Rogerson 
Co-Drafters: 

Rev.  Dr  Geoffrey  Wain wright/Sister  Dr  Margaret  Jenkins 

III  (Witness)  Co-Moderators: 

Rev.  Dr  Yemba  Kekumba/Prof.  Dr  Turid  Karlsen  Seim 
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Co-drafters: 

Rev.  Lorna  Khoo/Rev.  Dr  Michael  Kinnamon 

IV  (Koinonia)  Co-Moderators: 

Rev.  Raquel  Rodriguez/ Most  Rev.  John  Onaiyekan 
Co-Drafters: 

Rev.  Alan  Falconer/Dr  Kyriaki  Fitzgerald 
The  group  the  divided  into  three  sub-committees  on 

(i)  World  Conference  Committee  roles 

(ii)  Groups/Standing  Orders/Procedures 

(iii)  Participants  in  the  Conference 


(i)  World  Conference  Committees 

A.  The  Message  Committee 

(a)  The  proposed  members  should  be  invited  now  to  take  part;  they  should  be  provided 
with  this  report  (filled  out  as  a letter)  and  with  the  "messages"  from  previous  World 
Conferences  on  Faith  and  Order  to  give  them  models  (or  anti-models). 

(b)  The  Paris  minutes  rightly  describe  the  basic  functions  (Paris  minutes,  p.  4,  para. 
V.1&2).  While  the  preliminary  ideas  in  Paris  V.3  will  predictably  arise  at  the  Conference. 
It  is  vital  that  the  Conference  should  know  that  the  Message  Committee  is  a listening  one, 
gathering  together  the  Conference’s  message. 

Though  there  will  be  only  one  Message.  Paris  V.4  is  modified  by  the  provision  now  made 
in  the  Standing  Orders  for  possible  statements  by  the  Conference  in  particular  topics. 

(c)  To  facilitate  the  work  with  Sections  and  also  the  communication  of  the  Message  ((see 
below)  it  is  strongly  suggested  that  the  Rev.  Prof.  Adolfo  Gonzalez  Montez  be  added  to  the 
Message  Committee. 

(d)  It  is  proposed  that  Rev.  Olivia  Wesley  co-moderate  the  Committee  with  Prof.  Duncan 
Forrester. 

(e)  A programme  is  proposed  as  follows: 

4/5  August  Committee  meets  for  lunch  to  become  acquainted  and  to  share  first  reactions 
to  plenaries  and  share  "listening"  methods  for  the  task. 

6/7  August  Co-moderators  begin  to  visit  the  four  sections  in  turn.  Drafters  (8)  attach 
themselves  to  sections  by  pairs,  who  will  stay  with  that  section  and  visit  its 
groups. 

6 August  18.00  Committee  dispenses  itself  among  the  special  meetings 
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7 August  18.00  (instead  of  groups)  to  pool  ideas  and  distribute  drafting  assignments  for  a 
preliminary  text. 

9 August  Groups/sections/dispense  among  (own)  regional  meetings. 

10  August  Meet  over  lunch  to  compare  notes  and  receive  typed  drafts 


1 1 August  Whole  morning  - intensive  work  to  complete  first  draft 

12  August  First  presentation  in  plenary 

Supper  together  (and  afterwards)  for  revision  in  light  of  comments 


13  August  Second  presentation 

Meet  for  lunch  and  revise 
Presentation  for  adoption 


(f)  Martin  Cressey  will  discuss  with  Duncan  Forrester  and  arrange  for  the  invitation  letter 
to  be  sent  out. 


B.  Section  Steering  Committee 

The  coordinators  should  fulfil  technical  and  supportive  tasks.  The  Committee  is  for  liaison 
between  "autonomous"  sections,  not  for  "coercive"  harmonisation. 

The  Committee  will  monitor  the  process  of  the  Sections,  in  particular  any  tendencies  for 
"overlap"  between  Sections  ("overlap"  is  inevitable  and  proper  but  sections  should  be 
"focussed"):  the  Committee  will  also  bring  to  the  attention  of  sections  potential  clash  or 
contradiction  so  that  these  can  be  considered  by  the  respective  sections,  not  necessarily  for 
removal  but  to  indicate  the  nature  of  different  emphases  and  convictions. 

C.  World  Conference  Steering  Committee 
Both  the  Stewards  Leaders  should  be  present. 

The  daily  meeting  place  should  be  publicly  know  so  that  messages  can  reach  the  Committee. 
Roles  are  seen  as 


(a)  to  monitor  the  process  of  the  Conference  and  finally  decide  upon  all  matters  arising 
concerning  the  process  and  schedule  (i.e.  rather  than  content  of  reports) 

(b)  to  deal  with  any  unexpected  difficulties  and/or  opportunities  in  the  Conference 

(c)  through  a reference  group  to  deal  with  proposals  for  resolutions  on  special  topcis  and 
to  reflect  on  recommendations  coming  up  from  sections 

(d)  through  a sub-group  of  the  Committee  to  note  items  from  the  Conference  for  the 
Plenary  and  Standing  Commissions,  August  14  & 15 
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- these  to  be  put  on  an  agenda  by  the  Moderator  and  Vice-Moderators  with  the  staff 

D.  The  Standing  Commission  and  the  Officers  at  this  meeting  are  urged  to  reflect  on 
Plenary  Commission’s  future  agenda  and  alert  Plenary  Commission  members  before  the 
Conference  to  this  preliminary  outline. 

(ii)  Groups/Standing  Orders/ Procedures 

A.  Moderators  and  Drafters  for  Groups 

There  would  be  5 groups  for  the  section  on  Life,  5 for  the  section  on  Witness,  4 for  the 
section  on  Faith,  4 for  the  section  on  Koinonia;  this  corresponded  with  the  indications  of 
delegates’  preferences.  Moderators  and  drafters  had  been  discussed  with  the  Worship  & Bible 
Study  Committee  and  the  latter  were  completing  the  lists.  Group  reports  could  be  drafted  in 
whatever  languages  suits  the  group  but  must  be  available  to  section  drafters  in  a language 
they  know. 

B.  Standing  Orders 

A redraft  was  tabled  and  approved  with  the  addition  of  a special  category  (right  to  speak  but 
not  vote)  for  members  of  the  Plenary  Commission  not  appointed  as  delegates.  The  Standing 
Orders  would  be  included  in  the  Conference  booklet.  There  would  be  need  for  coloured 
voting  cards,  forms  to  request  to  speak  and  forms  for  submitting  motions  and  amendments 
in  writing. 

C.  Training 

The  plans  for  a training  and  orientation  programm  on  3 August  were  adopted.  Co-moderators 
must  be  helped  to  work  in  ways  that  strictly  avoided  any  form  of  discrimination.  Precise 
limits  would  be  laid  down  for  group  and  section  reports.  The  Message  Committee  will  join 
the  training  programme.  All  "trainees”  need  speedily  to  be  involved  to  arrive  on  2 August 
and  to  receive  the  training  document. 

(iii)  Participants  in  the  Conference 

A.  Delegates.  The  Director  and  Renate  Sbeghen  (i)  will  quickly  contact  churches  that 
have  not  responded  at  all  to  the  invitation,  informing  them  that  their  place  will  be  allocated 
to  another  church  unless  they  make  contact  by  April  30;  (ii)  will  check  any  discrepancies  of 
numbers  between  lists  of  delegates  and  lists  of  invited  churches  (e.g.  the  African  lists);  (iii) 
will  begin  to  invite  churches  not  hitherto  approached  to  fill  the  seven  places  hitherto  left  open 
(1  Europe,  1 Middle  East,  3 Africa,  2 Asia). 

It  seemed  likely  that  the  number  of  delegate  places  left  to  be  filled  is  now  nearer  40  than  the 
80  recorded  on  16  March  1993. 

B.  Consultants.  In  the  list  prepared  for  the  35  Consultant  places  there  was  still  room  for 
1 Africa,  1 Latin  America,  3 Europe  (Orthodox),  1 Middle  East,  1 Pacific.  24  had  been 
invited  so  far,  12  of  them  women,  3 Orthodox.  The  Committee  instructed  the  Director  how 
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to  respond  to  several  requests  for  Consultant  places,  conceding  only  one  for  the  Japan 
Council  of  Churches  and  one  (in  relation  to  the  Community  of  Women  and  Men  Study)  to 
Rev.  Dr  Constance  Parvey. 

C.  Younger  Theologians.  There  remained  vacancies,  2 North  America  (Orthodox),  1 
Europe,  4 Asia  (for  which  3 names  had  been  received),  1 Africa,  2 Latin  America  (names 
received),  1 Middle  East,  1 Caribbean. 

D.  The  WCC  Staff  to  be  invited  in  view  of  relevant  competence  were: 

Unit  I Beate  Stierle,  Ofelia  Ortega,  K.M.  George 

Unit  II  Christopher  Duraisingh 

Unit  III  Wesley  Granberg-Michaelsen 

Unit  IV  a person  of  their  choice 

The  General  Secretary,  Ion  Bria,  Wesley  Ariarajah,  Mercy  Oduyoye. 

E.  Stewards.  15  Spanish  stewards  had  been  locally  chosen;  9 others  had  been  chosen 
(including  all  5 places  for  Europe). 

F.  Co-opted  Staff.  OKR  Walter  Arnold  had  agreed  to  serve  as  reference  "Librarian"  for 
documentation.  Ute  Thraane  would  also  be  invited  as  Coopted  Staff. 

3.  Rules  and  Procedures 

In  order  to  clarify  the  process  of  the  World  Conference,  a group  proposed  the  following  rules 
and  procedures  which  were  accepted  by  the  Standing  Commission. 

Participation  and  Right  to  Speak  in  the  Plenary  Session 

1.1  The  following  persons  shall  have  the  right  to  participate  in  the  World  Conference: 

(a)  delegates  of  the  member  churches  with  a right  to  speak  and  vote: 

(b)  the  members  of  the  Plenary  Commission  of  Faith  and  Order  not  appointed  as 

delegates  by  their  church,  with  a right  to  speak  but  not  to  vote; 

(c)  those  appointed  as  “Younger  Theologians”  with  a right  to  speak  but  not  to  vote; 

(d)  the  Director  and  Executive  staff  of  Faith  and  Order  without  the  right  to  speak  or 

vote  except  in  accordance  with  1.3; 

(e)  official  guests,  representatives  of  world  communions,  consultants,  co-opted  staff 

and  other  persons  without  the  right  to  speak  or  vote  except  in  accordance  with 
1.3. 

1.2  Participants  in  the  World  Conference,  with  the  right  to  speak,  will  normally  speak 
only  once  on  each  item  on  the  agenda  of  a plenary  or  section  session 
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1.3  The  Moderator  may  invite  persons  participating  in  the  World  Conference  under  1 . l(d 
and  e)  to  speak. 

Duties  of  the  Moderators 

2.1  The  Moderator  chairing  the  Plenary  Sessions  shall  be  the  Moderator  of  Faith  and 
Order,  or  at  her  invitation  the  chair  may  be  taken  by  one  of  the  Vice-Moderators  of  Faith 
and  Order. 

2.2  The  Moderator  chairing  the  Section  Sessions  shall  be  one  of  the  Co-Moderators 
appointed  by  the  Standing  Commission  of  Faith  and  Order. 

2.3  In  particular  the  Moderators  shall  fulfill  the  following  duties: 

(a)  ensure  the  orderly  and  fair  conduct  of  the  debates; 

(b)  open,  suspend  and  close  sessions; 

(c)  open  and  close  the  debate  on  each  item  on  the  agenda  and  determine  the  order  of 

speakers; 

(d)  call  on  speakers,  rule  them  out  of  order,  and  be  empowered  to  limit  the  time 

accorded  to  them.  The  decisions  of  the  Moderators  are  final  in  announcing  the 
results  of  votes  and  decisions  on  “points  of  order”. 

Debates  and  Decisions 

3.1  Any  participant  wishing  to  speak  to  the  agenda  shall  in  due  time  submit  to  the 
Moderator  a card  with  the  participant’s  name,  church  affiliation  and  an  indication  of  the 
subject  matter  to  be  raised. 

Motions  and  Amendments 

3.2  A “motion”  is  the  originating  proposal  for  a debate.  Motions  may  be  tabled  by  any 
member  of  the  World  Conference  with  a right  to  vote.  In  order  for  such  a motion  to  be 
debated  at  least  fifteen  participants  in  the  World  Conference  stand,  unless  such  a motion  has 
been  moved  by  the  Steering  Committee  of  the  Conference. 

3.3  An  “amendment”  is  a proposal  to  change  a motion.  Amendments  may  be  tabled  by 
any  participant  of  the  World  Conference  with  a right  to  vote.  In  order  for  such  an 
amendment  to  be  debated  it  needs  a seconder.  No  further  amendments  may  be  moved  until 
the  first  amendment  has  been  withdrawn  or  voted  upon. 

3.4  All  motions  and  amendments  must  be  submitted  to  the  Moderators  in  writing  together 
with  the  name  of  the  proposer  and  the  participant’s  church  affiliation.  The  motion  must  be 
read  out  before  the  relevant  vote  is  taken. 


30 


3.5  Proposals  for  Statements  on  specific  topics  may  be  submitted  only  by  participants  of 
the  World  Conference  with  a right  to  vote.  Such  proposals  shall  be  considered  by  a 
Reference  Group  of  the  Steering  Committee  of  the  World  Conference  who  will  take  one  of 
three  actions: 

(i)  refer  it  to  an  appropriate  Section  for  discussion  and  possible 
consent  as  a Section  recommendation; 

(ii)  provide  for  consideration  by  the  World  Conference  the  adoption 

of  a statement  on  the  subject  so  far  as  the  subject  is  related  to 
the  concerns  of  a World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order; 

(iii)  bring  to  the  World  Conference  a motion  that  the  proposed 

statement  not  be  considered,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  an 
appropriate  part  of  the  agenda  of  a World  Conference  on  Faith 
and  Order.  If  the  World  Conference  rejects  such  a motion  then 
the  statement  shall  be  dealt  with  according  to  either  (i)  or  (ii). 

3.6  The  Moderators  shall  ensure  that  it  is  clearly  understood  which  motion,  amendment 
or  statement  is  being  debated  at  any  given  time. 

Closure  of  Debates 

3.7  A member  of  the  World  Conference,  with  a right  to  vote,  may  at  any  time  move  the 
closure  of  the  debate  on  any  item  on  the  agenda,  motion  or  amendment.  The  Moderators 
shall  use  their  personal  discretion  in  deciding  when  such  a motion  shall  be  put  to  the  vote. 

3.8  If  the  Moderators  so  decide  the  motion  to  close  the  debate  shall  be  put  to  the  vote 
without  discussion.  If  it  is  carried  by  two-thirds  of  the  participants  in  the  World  Conference 
present  and  voting,  the  motion  or  the  amendment  shall  be  put  to  the  vote  immediately  without 
further  debate. 

Points  of  Order 


3.9  A participant  in  the  World  Conference  with  the  right  to  speak,  may  at  any  time  raise 
a question  relating  to  a “point  of  order”*  if  the  participant  considers  that  the  Standing  Orders 
are  not  being  respected.  The  Moderators  shall  rule  on  the  matter.  If  the  decision  is  called  in 
question  the  Plenary  or  Section  Session  shall  vote  on  whether  or  not  the  Standing  Orders 
have  been  respected  or  not. 

Tt  should  be  noted  that  the  excessive  use  of  “points  of  order” 
disrupts  a debate  and  so  this  procedure  should  be  used 
sparingly. 

3.10  Persons  requesting  the  floor  under  Numbers  3.7  and  3.9  shall  raise  both  hands. 
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Voting 

3.11  Each  participant  under  1.1a  in  the  World  Conference  shall  have  one  vote.  The 
Moderators  shall  exercise  their  vote  along  with  other  voting  participants. 

3.12  Votes  shall  normally  be  cast  by  displaying  coloured  cards. 

3.13  Motions  shall  be  carried  by  a simple  majority  of  the  participants  of  the  World 
Conference  present  and  voting,  except  for  a motion  for  closure  of  the  debate  [3.8],  In  the 
event  of  a tied  vote  the  motion  shall  be  considered  as  rejected.  The  abstentions  shall  not 
affect  the  result  of  the  vote.  A record  of  the  number  of  votes  cast  shall  be  included  in  the 

minutes. 

3. 14  The  Moderators  of  the  Section  Sessions  shall  at  the  appropriate  time  after  the  Section 
Report  has  been  debated  and  revised  put  the  following  unamendable  motion  to  the  Section 
Session: 

“Section  1/2/3/4  consents  to  the  Section  Report  as  an  expression  of  the 
reflections  and  achievements  of  the  Section  and  passes  this  Report  to  the 
Plenary  Session  of  the  Fifth  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order  to  be 
commended  to  the  churches  for  their  study  and  action  and  to  the  Plenary 
Commission  of  Faith  and  Order  for  its  future  work”. 

3.15  The  Moderator  of  the  Plenary  Session  shall  after  all  the  Section  Reports  have  been 
presented  and  debated  put  the  following  unamendable  motion  to  the  Plenary  Session  of  the 
Fifth  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order  for  each  Section  Report: 

“The  Section  Report  for  1/2/3/4  is  commended  to  the  churches  for  their  study 
and  action  and  to  the  Plenary  Commission  of  Faith  and  Order  for  its  future 
work”. 

3.16  The  Moderator  of  the  Plenary  Session  shall  at  the  appropriate  time  put  the  following 
motion  to  the  Plenary  Session: 

“The  Fifth  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order  adopts  ‘The  Conference 
Message’  and  instructs  the  Director  immediately  to  circulate  it  to  all  member 
churches”. 

Secretariat  and  Minutes 

4. 1 The  Director  shall  ensure  that  the  proceedings  of  the  World  Conference  are  minuted. 

4.2  Immediately  after  the  end  of  the  World  Conference  the  Director  shall  issue  the  text 
of  the  decisions,  statements  and  recommendations  of  the  World  Conference.  The  letter 
accompanying  these  texts  shall  be  signed  by  the  Moderator  and  the  Vice-Moderators  and 
shall  be  sent  to  the  member  churches  of  Faith  and  Order,  the  members  of  the  World 
Conference,  the  Plenary  Commission  of  Faith  and  Order  and  the  Central  Committee  of  the 

wcc. 
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4.3  The  Director  shall  compile  the  report  of  the  World  Conference  proceedings  containing 
the  substance  of  the  debates  on  the  various  items  on  the  agenda  and  shall  send  them  to  the 
same  categories  of  recipients  as  in  4.2. 

4.  Training  and  Orientation  of  Moderators,  Group  Leaders,  and  Drafters 

The  experience  of  the  Canberra  Assembly  taught  us  that  for  effective  work  on  the  theme  we 
required  well  prepared  and  briefed  leaders  and  drafters.  The  Paris  Meeting  of  the  Preparatory 
Group  and  the  Faith  & Order  Staff  in  December  1992  recommended  that  Tuesday  3rd  August 
should  be  used  to  train  and  orientate  the  Moderators  of  Sections,  the  Group  Leaders  and  the 
Drafters. 

The  following  is  a suggested  programme  together  with  the  profiles  and  responsibilities  for 
leaders  and  drafters. 

The  Programme  for  Tuesday,  3 August  1993: 

7.00  - 8.00  Breakfast 

8.30  - 9.00  Worship 

[The  responsibility  of  the  Worship  Group] 

9.15  - 11.00  The  Standing  Commission 

[The  Agenda  to  be  prepared  by  the  Director] 

11.30  - 13.00  Induction  of  Leaders  & Drafters 

[This  should  include  the  Section  Co-moderators,  the  Group  Leaders 
and  the  Section  & Group  Drafters] 

The  Orientation  of  Leaders  and  Drafters 

This  Session  to  be  moderated  by  Professor  Turid  Karlsen  Seim 

11.30  - 11.50  An  Introduction  to  the  Conference  Programme: 

• the  flow  of  work 

• the  relation  of  plenaries,  sections  and  groups  to  each  other  [Turid 
Karlsen  Seim] 

11.50  - 12.20  An  Introduction  to  the  pattern  of  Worship  and  Bible  Study 

and  their  place  in  the  life  of  the  Groups  and  the  World 
Conference  as  a whole  [Janet  Crawford] 

12.20  - 12.50  An  Introduction  to  the  Working  Document  in  order  to  create  an 
awareness  of  the  tasks  assigned  to  each  section  within  the  overall 
theme  and  the  agenda  of  the  Conference.  [Mary  Tanner] 

12.50  - 13.00  The  introduction  of  the  appropriate  Conference  Staff  to  the 

leaders  and  drafters. 


13.00  - 16.00  Lunch  & Siesta 
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16.00  - 17.30  Further  Training  of  Leaders  and  Drafters 

1.  Training  of  Group  Leaders 

Prof  John  Reumann  will  train  the  Group  Leaders  in  group  dynamics  so  that 
the  work  of  the  groups  can  be  as  effective  as  possible. 

2.  Orientation  of  Section  co-moderators  & Drafters 

Professor  Turid  Karlsen  Seim  will  brief  the  Section  Co-moderators  and  the 
Section  and  Group  Drafters  on: 

• working  procedures  and  standing  orders 

• the  format  and  character  of  the  reports. 

17.30  - 18.00  Break 

18.00  - 19.30  Section  Briefing  of  Group  Leaders  & Drafters 
Section  Briefings 

The  Co-moderators  of  each  of  the  four  Sections  will  meet  with  the  Group  Leaders  and 
Drafters  assigned  to  their  Section  and  work  together  on  the  following: 

• an  overview  of  the  appropriate  Section  in  the  Working  Document. 

• how  the  questions  are  intended  to  help  the  Groups  begin  their  work. 

• the  Moderators  will  need  to  help  the  Group  Leaders  understand  how  the 
particular  sub-theme  relates  to  the  work  of  the  Section  and  how  they  can 
draw  on  the  material  in  Section  1 on  ’The  Understanding  of  Koinonia 
and  its  significance  for  Creation  and  Humanity’. 

• how  the  questions  raised  in  Section  5 on  ’Growing  into  Koinonia: 

Achievements  and  Expectations’  may  provide  a framework  for  the  work 
of  the  Section. 

• the  format  and  character  of  the  Group  and  Section  reports. 

THE  RESPONSIBILITY  OF  A MODERATOR 

The  Moderators’  reponsibility  is: 

• to  explain  the  specific  agenda  of  the  World  Conference, 

• to  explain  the  assignment  of  the  Groups  and  their  place  in  the  task 
of  the  Section, 

• to  explain  the  process  by  which  this  task  will  be  fulfilled,. 

• to  encourage  disciplined  creativity, 

• to  encourage  many  different  voices  to  be  heard  within  the  Section, 

• to  exercise  oversight  of  the  drafting  process, 

• to  attend  meetings  of  the  Sections  Steering  Group. 

Section  Input  by  the  Moderators 

The  Co-moderators  will  be  responsible  for  providing  input  on:  3 & 6 August 

Tuesday,  3 August,  at  the  Section  Briefing  [18.00hrs]  with  their  Group  Leaders  and 
Drafters.  A similar  input  will  be  required  on  Friday,  6 August,  at  the  first  Sections 
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Meeting  of  the  World  Conference  [11 .30hrs] . The  input  will  include: 

• an  explication  of  the  material  from  the  appropriate  section  of  the  Working 
Document, 

• an  indication  of  the  theological  implications  of  the  previous  Faith  & Order 
documents  which  undergird  the  appropriate  Section, 

• an  indication  of  the  material  to  be  found  in  Chapter  1 entitled  The 
Understanding  of  Koinonia  and  its  significanced  for  Creation  and  Humanity’  and 
the  way  in  which  it  can  help  in  the  deliberations  of  the  groups. 

• an  explanation  of  how  the  questions  asked  of  the  groups  relate  to  the  work  of 
the  Section  and  the  aims  of  the  World  Conference, 

• an  explanation  of  how  the  questions  raised  in  Section  5 on  ’Growing  into 
Koinonia:  Achievements  and  Expectations’  may  provide  a framework  for  the 
work  of  the  section. 

THE  RESPONSIBILITY  OF  A GROUP  LEADER 

The  Group  Leader’s  responsibility  is: 

• to  ensure  the  Group  fulfills  its  task, 

• to  encourage  disciplined  creativity, 

• to  enable  every  member  of  the  Group  to  make  his  or  her  contribution, 

• to  ensure  that  the  drafting  process  reflects  the  main  areas  that  were  discussed 
and  includes  any  recommendations  which  the  Group  has  made. 

THE  PROFILE  OF  A MODERATOR 

Co-moderators 

In  providing  co-moderators  for  the  work  in  the  Sections  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  provide  an 
opportunity  to  present  a creative  model  of  shared  leadership  of  people  of  different  cultures, 
gender  and  church  traditions.  They  will: 

• be  called  to  exercise  a partnership  of  two  people  who  must  accept  each 

other  as  equals  in  their  shared  task,  recognizing  that  each  has  skills  and  talents  to 
offer  the  partnership, 

• have  one  language  in  common, 

• be  jointly  responsible  for  the  total  work  of  the  Section.  When  two  persons  are 
in  joint  leadership  it  is  not  uncommon  for  some  within  the  group  to  see  one 
person  as  the  actual  leader.  It  is  important  to  ensure  that  discrimination  between 
the  two  for  reasons  of  race  or  sex  does  not  happen,. 

• plan  and  agree  in  advance  which  of  them  will  give  active  leadership  in  any  one 
Section  session,  while  the  other  will  note  the  trends  of  the  session  and  be 
particularly  alert  to  which  people  have  not  been  able  to  fully  participate  in  the 
process. 

A Moderator  should: 

• have  the  ability  to  share  leadership, 

• be  someone  experienced  in  leadership,  with  theological  expertise,  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  traditions  of  Faith  & Order  and  with  both  ecumenical  and 
cultural  sensitivity, 
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• be  fully  cogniscent  of  the  Working  Document  and  have  a working  knowledge  of 
the  Faith  & Order  documents  which  lie  behind  the  text  of  the  appropriate 
Section, 

• be  willing  to  set  aside  time  before  and  during  the  conference  for  training, 
briefing  and  be  willing  to  learn  and  use  the  Rules  of  Debate  and  the 
Standing  Orders  adopted  by  the  World  Conference. 

THE  PROFILE  OF  A GROUP  LEADER 

Each  Section  of  the  Working  Document  is  divided  into  a number  of  sub-themes.  A cluster 
of  Groups  will  be  assigned  to  each  sub-theme  and  each  Group  will  have  a leader  who: 

• already  has  leadership  skills  or  is  willing  to  learn  those  skills, 

• has  an  understanding  of  group  dynamics  or  is  willing  to  acquire  that  knowledge, 

• be  willing  to  set  aside  time  before  and  during  the  conference  for  training  and 
briefing. 

THE  NATURE  OF  THE  GROUP  AND  SECTION  REPORTS 

Some  members  of  the  World  Conference  will  be  invited  to  act  as  drafters  for  Groups  and 
Sections.  The  reports  are  essential  for  the  work  of  the  Conference,  the  continuing  work  of 
Faith  &.  Order  and  the  work  of  the  churches  in  their  search  for  the  visible  unity  of  the 
Church. 

Group  Reports  should  not  exceed  2 pages  of  typed  1.5  spaced  A4.  The  framework  of  the 
reports  for  each  Group  where  possible  could  be: 

"What  has  the  Ecumenical  Movement  achieved;  what  problems  and  barriers  remain 
to  impede  the  Unity  of  the  Church  and  what  steps  might  be  taken  to  remove  such 
obstacles." 

The  Group  Drafter  is  meant  to  indicate  the  main  issues  which  have  been  discussed  in  their 
sub-theme  and  to  begin  to  formulate  any  recommendations  that  the  Group  may  wish  to  make. 

Group  Drafting  Process 

7 August,  evening:  begin  drafting  and  typing 

9 August,  9.15hrs:  presented  to  the  Group  for  revision  and  acceptance. 

Section  Reports  should  not  exceed  10  pages  of  typed  1.5  spaced  A4.  The  responsibility  of 
the  Section  Drafters  is  to  provide  a synthesis  of  the  Groups  Reports  in  the  light  of  the 
discussions  which  take  place  in  Sections  IV  & V meetings  on  Monday,  9 August,  at  11.30 
& 16.00hrs.  The  framework  for  the  reports  from  the  Sections  dealing  with  ’Faith’,  ’Life’  & 
’Witness’  might  be: 

"What  has  the  Ecumenical  Movement  achieved;  what  problems  and  barriers  remain 
to  impede  the  Unity  of  the  Church  and  what  steps  might  be  taken  to  remove  such 
obstacles." 
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The  Section  1 on  ’The  understanding  of  Koinonia  and  its  significance  for  Creation 
and  Humanity’  might  require  a different  framework. 


Section  Drafting  Process 

9 August,  evening: 

10  August,  morning: 

16.00hr: 

18.00hr: 

evening: 

11  August, morning: 

16.00hr: 

evening: 

12  August, morning: 

16.00hr: 


drafting 

drafting,  typing  and  the  first  stage  of  translation 
discussion  of  Report  in  Sections  VI 
revision  of  Report 
translation  continues 
translation  and  typing 
"Consent"  given  to  the  revised  Report 
in  Sections  VIII  & IX 
final  amendments  and  corrections 
production  of  the  Section  Report  for  the  Plenaries 
"Commendation"  of  Section  Reports  in  Plenaries  XII 
&.  XIII 


The  Authorisation  of  Reports 

The  Group  Reports  are  to  be  agreed  by  the  Group  itself  at  the  Groups  IV  meeting  on 
Monday,  9 August,  at  09.15hrs. 

The  Section  Reports  are  to  be  revised  and  finalised  by  a process  of  agreements  and 
amendments  leading  to  the  following  motion: 


"Section  1/2/3/4  is  requested  to  consent  to  the  Report  as  an  expression  of  the 
reflections  and  achievements  of  the  Section  and  to  pass  this  Report  to  the  Plenary 
Sessions  of  the  Fifth  World  Conference  on  Faith  &.  Order  to  be  commended  to  the 


Churches  for  their  study  and  action  and  to  the  Plenary  Commission  of  Faith  & Order 
for  its  future  work. " 


This  process  to  be  completed  by  the  meetings  of  Sections  VIII  & IX  on  Wednesday,  11 
August,  at  16.00  & 18.00hrs. 

The  Plenary  Sessions  are  to  commend  the  Reports  to  the  churches  for  their  study  and  action 
and  to  the  Plenary  Commission  of  Faith  & Order  to  give  direction  to  its  future  work. 

5.  Sections  and  Groups 

A proposed  plan  for  section  and  group  leadership  was  developed  with  the  understanding  that 
it  would  be  changed  as  necessary  in  the  light  of  attendance  and  to  ensure  proper  balances. 

6.  Decision  on  Regional  Meetings  at  the  World  Conference 

The  Standing  Commission  decided  that  space  should  be  made  on  the  Conference  Programme 
for  regional  meetings.  This  was  thought  to  be  important  in  view  of  the  interest  shown  in  the 
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preparatory  regional  consultations.  Members  of  the  Standing  Commission  agreed  to  take 
responsibility  for  convening  the  meetings  and  a group  met  together  to  plan  further.  Sister 
Mary  O’Driscoll  agreed  to  take  a lead  in  facilitating  the  regional  groups.  The  convenor  of 
each  group  would  receive  the  full  documentation  from  the  relevant  consultation. 

7.  Decorations 

A review  was  made  of  the  decorations  proposal  by  WCC  graphics  artist  Edwin  Hassink  (as 
revised  in  recent  discussions  between  Mr  Hassink  and  Dr  Gassmann).  It  was  recognized  that 
substantial  savings  needed  to  be  realized  over  the  initial  proposal.  The  following  budget  is 
suggested: 


Plenary  Hall 

(1)  banners  Lausanne/Edinburgh/Lund 

Montreal/Santiago’ 

(2)  backdrop 

(3)  nameplates 

(4)  place-alphabet 

(5)  miscellaneous 

1,500 

2,000 

600 

100 

700 

Re-usable  decoration  (6)  40  Oikoumene  banners  (80x160  cm) 
(7)  30  special  Theme  banners 

4,200 

3,300 

Meeting  Rooms 

(8)  set  of  banners  each 

(9)  direction  marks  (in/out  doors) 

100 

100 

Accommodation  Places 

(10)  banners 

(11)  direction  marks  (in/out  doors) 

100 

300 

Conference  poster 

(12)  color  poster 

(500  pieces,  340x500mm) 

1,500 

TOTAL 

14,500 

Plus  WCC  fees  of  5,000  - 10,000 

*The  banners  in  the  plenary  opening  act  of  worship  (as  approved  in  Paris) 
would  be  used  in  the  opening  worship  in  the  Cathedral,  for  decoration  in  the 
plenary  hall  and  in  the  closing  worship. 

Savings  could  be  effected  in  items  (6),  (7),  and  (12),  where  the  numbers  could  be  reduced. 

Some  costs  could  be  recouped  by  selling  some  of  the  decorations  (banners,  posters)  at  the 
end  of  the  meeting.  This  was  done  quite  successfully  at  Canberra. 

Expenses  for  flowers  and  plants  were  included  elsewhere  in  the  budget  given  at  Santiago. 
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8.  Daily  Schedule  (Revised  4 April  1993) 


Monday,  2 August:  Arrival  Standing  Commission 

Tuesday,  3 August:  Meeting  Standing  Commission 

Meeting  of  people  with  special  functions 
Arrival  World  Conference/Plenary  Commission 

Wednesday,  4 August: 


07.00-  08.00 

09.00-  10.30 


10.30-  11.00 
11.00  - 12.30 


13.00 


Breakfast  (in  residence) 

Plenary  I:  Opening  prayer 

Welcome  by  the  Moderator  Dr  Mary  Tanner  (Anglican),  England 
Greetings  from  local  churches  and  authorities 
Roll  call 

Report  of  the  Director  Dr  Gunther  Gassmann  (Lutheran),  WCC: 
From  Montreal  to  Santiago  (25  minutes) 

Break 

Plenary  II:  Introduction  to  World  Conference  by  the  Moderator 
Dr  Mary  Tanner:  The  Task  of  Santiago  in  the  Perspective  of  our 
Ecumenical  Future.  Two  complementary  statements  by  Dr  Neville 
Callam  (Baptist),  Jamaica  and  Rev.  Mercedes  Garcia  Bachmann 
(Lutheran),  Argentina  (10  minutes  each) 

Discussion 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 


16.00  - 17.30 

17.30  - 18.00 

18.30 

20.30 


Plenary  III:  Survey  of  Biblical  Texts  by  Prof.  John  Reumann 

(Lutheran),  USA 

Break 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Opening  Worship  (Cathedral) 

Leader:  Archbishop  A.M.  Rouco  Valera  (Santiago  de  Compostela); 
Preacher:  Archbishop  Ramon  Torella  Cascante  (Tarragona) 


Thursday,  5 August: 


07.00  - 08.00 

08.15  - 09.00 

09.15  - 10.30 


10.30  - 11.00 
11.00-  12.30 


13.00 


Breakfast  (in  residence) 

Worship  with  biblical  introductions  (each  morning)  by  Prof.  Francis 
Young  (Methodist),  England  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Plenary  IV:  Three  Biblical  Expositions  by  Prof.  Simon  Chan 
(Pentecostal),  Singapore;  Prof.  Dorothy  Lee  (United),  Australia; 
Bishop  John  Onaiyekan  (Roman  Catholic),  Nigeria 
Break 

Plenary  V:  Two  presentations  on  the  whole  Conference  Theme  by 
Metropolitan  John  (Zizioulas)  of  Pergamon  (Ecumenical  Patriarchate) 
and  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  (invited) 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 
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16.00  - 17.30 

Plenary  VI:  Three  presentations  on  "Faith",  "Life"  and  "Witness"  by 
Prof.  Wolfhart  Pannenberg  (Lutheran),  Germany;  Ms  Elizabeth 
Templeton  (Reformed),  Scotland;  Metropolitan  George  Khodr 
(Orthodox),  Lebanon 

17.30-  18.00 

Break 

18.00-  19.30 

Plenary  VII:  Comments  on  theme  (max.  5 min.  per  person) 

20.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

21.30 

Evening  worship:  Orthodox  Vespers  for  the  Feast  of  Transfiguration 
(Seminario  Mayor) 

Friday,  6 August: 

07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  - 09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15  - 11.00 

Groups:  Personal  introductions;  Bible  study 

11.00  - 11.30 

Break 

11.30  - 12.45 

Sections 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 

16.00-  18.00 

Sections 

18.00-  18.30 

Break 

18.30-  19.30 

Free  for  special  meetings 

20.00 

Reception  (??) 

21.30 

Evening  worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Saturday,  7 August: 


07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  - 09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15  - 10.00 

Groups:  Bible  study 

10.00-  11.00 

Groups  on  Theme 

11.00-  11.30 

Break 

11.30-  12.45 

Groups 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 

16.00  - 17.30 

Groups 

17.30-  18.00 

Break 

18.00-  19.30 

Groups 

20.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

21.30 

Evening  worship:  Roman  Catholic  Vespers  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Sunday,  8 August: 

Time  to  be  fixed 

Excursions 

Drafting  of  Group  Reports  (max.  2 pages) 
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Monday,  9 August: 

07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  - 09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15  - 10.00 

Groups:  Bible  study 

10.00  - 11.00 

Groups:  Reports 

11.00  - 11.30 

Break 

11.30-  12.45 

Sections 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 

16.00-  17.30 

Sections:  Presentation  of  group  reports  (oral) 

17.30-  18.00 

Break 

18.00-  19.30 

Regional  meetings/Drafting  of  Section  reports  (max.  10  pages) 

20.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

[20.00] 

[Reception  by  City  authorities  for  Standing  Commission] 

21.30 

Evening  worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Tuesday,  10  August 

07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  - 09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15  - 11.00 

Plenary  VIII:  Spain  - History,  Culture,  Churches,  Situation  Today 

11.00  - 11.30 

Break 

11.30-  13.00 

Plenary  IX:  The  Future  of  the  Ecumenical  Movement:  three  (a  25 
min.)  presentations  by  Prof.  Anna  Marie  Aagaard  (Lutheran), 
Denmark,  WCC  President;  Cardinal  Edward  Cassidy  (Pontifical 
Council  for  Promoting  Christian  Unity),  Vatican;  and  Archbishop 
Iakovos  (Greek  Orthodox  Archdiocese  of  North  and  South 
America/Ecumenical  Patriarchate)  (invited) 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 

16.00  - 17.30 

Sections:  First  presentation  of  section  reports 

17.30-  18.00 

Break 

18.00  - 19.00 

Sections 

19.30 

Eucharistic  Service  offered  by  the  two  Spanish  member  churches  of  the 
WCC  (Franciscan  Church) 

21.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Wednesday,  11  August: 

07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  - 09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15  - 10.00 

Groups:  Bible  study 

10.00- 

Coffee  and 

- 13.00 

FREE 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 
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16.00  - 17.30 

Sections:  Adoption  of  revised  reports 

17.30-  18.00 

Break 

18.00-  19.30 

Sections:  Adoption  of  revised  reports 

20.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

21.30 

Evening  worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Thursday,  12  August: 

07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  - 09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15  - 10.30 

Plenary  X:  First  presentation  of  Message/ recommendations 

10.30-  11.00 

Break 

11.00  - 12.30 

Plenary  XI:  The  Future  of  the  Ecumenical  Movement:  three  (a  25  min.) 
presentations  by  Bishop  Samuel  Joshua  (United),  India;  Rev.  Dr  Rena 
Karefa-Smart  (Anglican),  Sierra  Leone/USA;  and  group  of  Younger 
Theologians 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 

16.00-  17.30 

Plenary  XII:  Section  reports 

17.30-  18.00 

Break 

18.00-  19.30 

Plenary  XIII:  Section  reports 

20.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

21.30 

Evening  worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Friday,  13  August: 

07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

09.00  - 10.30 

Plenary  XIV:  The  Future  of  the  WCC  and  the  Role  of  Faith  and  Order 
in  the  Context  of  the  Ecumenical  Movement  by  Dr  Konrad  Raiser 
(Lutheran),  WCC  General  Secretary  and  Archbishop  Aram  Keshishian 
(Orthodox),  Moderator  of  WCC  Central  Committee,  Lebanon 

10.30-  11.00 

Break 

11.00-  12.30 

Plenary  XV:  Presentation  of  revised  Message/Reactions  to  Plenary 
XIV  by  Prof.  Yemba  Kekumba  (Methodist),  Zaire;  Dr  Constance 
Tarasar  (Orthodox),  USA;  Prof.  Jean  Tillard,  OP  (Roman  Catholic), 
Canada 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 

16.00-  17.30 

Plenary  XVI:  Adoption  of  Message  / Closing  actions 

17.30-  18.00 

Break 

18.30 

Closing  Worship 

Preacher:  Rev.  Nelida  Ritchie  (Methodist),  Argentina,  Vice-Moderator 
of  WCC  Central  Committee 

20.00 

Reception  / Social  evening 
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Saturday,  14  August:  Departure  from  the  World  Conference 
Plenary  Commission  Meeting 


11.00-  12.30 
13.00 


Opening  Plenary 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Plenary 

Break 

Plenary 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 
Closing  Plenary 


16.00  - 17.30 
17.30-  18.00 

18.00  - 19.30 

20.00 


21.00  - 22.00 


Sunday,  15  August:  Departure  of  the  Plenary  Commission 


09.00  - 22.00  Standing  Commission  Meeting 


Monday,  16  August:  Departure  of  the  Standing  Commission 

9.  Documentation 

The  group  reflected  on  the  supporting  materials  for  the  World  Conference  and  the  process 
and  timeline  for  their  distribution.  Our  work  was  based  on  the  decisions  taken  at  the  Paris 
Planning  meeting  (see  the  Minutes,  pp.  13-15)  and  the  discussions  at  the  Standing 
Commission  meeting  in  Stuttgart. 

We  recommend  the  following  process: 

(a)  First  Mailing 

A letter  to  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible  to  those  definitely  coming  to  Santiago,  and  to  include: 

• A letter  welcoming  their  participation 

• Arrival  and  basic  information:  taxi  and  approximate  fares;  contact  address; 
telephone  and  fax  numbers;  climate;  map  and  timetable  (1  page) 

• Prayer  card 

• Reference  to  second  letter  and  further  documentation  (cf.  Working 
Document);  encouragement  to  read  and  study  Galatians  in  preparation. 

This  will  go  in  an  airmail  letter  envelope. 

(b)  Second  Mailing 

To  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible  after  May  15  and  to  include: 

• The  Working  Document 

• Ecumenical  Review  offprints  of  background  articles  by  P.  Crow  and  G. 
Gassmann,  together  with  Table  of  Contents  for  January’  93  issue  on  the 
World  Conference 

• Flyer  for  new  Documentary  History  of  Faith  and  Order  by  G.  Gassmann 
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• Full  Conference  timetable 

• Summary  of  regional  consultation 

• "Costly  Unity"  (Report  of  Ronde  Koinonia/JPIC  consultation) 

• Partakers  of  the  Promise  (UBS  booklet  of  biblical  texts  on  koinonia) 

• Statement  encouraging  persons  to  bring  their  Bibles 

• For  delegates  from  united  and  uniting  churches:  David  Thompson’s  article 
from  The  Ecumenical  Review , January  1993  and  Martin  Cressey’s 
"Interpretive  Survey" 

The  covering  letter  should  repeat  practical  information  about  Santiago  de  Compostela,  and 
a statement  on  security. 

(c)  To  be  available  at  Santiago: 

(i)  Conference  Handbook 

This  should  include: 

1.  Local  Information 

• Telephone,  fax,  postage  and  stamps 

• banks  and  money  changing,  shopping,  film 

• medical  information 

• local  restaurants 

• drinking  water,  laundry  facilities 

• taxis,  newspapers 

2.  Conference  Information 

• City  maps;  conference  schedule  and  timetable 

• Map  of  seminario  Mayor  indicating  meeting  rooms  for  sections, 
groups,  conference  office,  worship  office 

• Problem-solving  persons:  "who  to  see  about  what,  and  where  to 
find  them" 

• Process  of  the  meeting 

• Rules  of  debate 

• Responsibilities  & profiles  of  group  leaders  and  moderators 

• The  Nature  of  the  group  and  section  Reports 

• Members  of  world  conference  steering  group,  message  group 

• Statement  on  security 

• Participants  list 

• Arrangements  for  special  group  meetings 

3.  Worship  Information 

• Worship  elements  and  venues 

• Eucharistic  services 

• Mealtimes  and  grace 

• Members  of  worship  team 
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(ii)  Other  material  to  be  available  at  Santiago  de  Compostela 

• Texts,  to  be  distributed  as  appropriate 

• Worship  Book  for  world  conference 

• Bible  study  book  (Galatians  exposition) 

• Participants  list  (final) 

• Section  and  group  lists 

• For  each  section,  documentation  on  the  Regional  consultation. 

• The  worship  resources  book  on  Koinonia  and  Unity  [now  to  be  published 
as  a separate  book] 

(iii)  Additional  Item,  per  WCC  policy  for  large  conferences  - see  Mary  Tanner  notes  from 
staff  meeting  in  Geneva,  May  1993 

- WCC  leaflet  on  sexual  harassment 
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IV.  Status  and  Distribution  of  the  Text  Costly  Unity  at  the  World  Conference 
A.  Plenary  Discussion 

The  text  Costly  Unity  was  introduced  by  Paul  Crow,  Ion  Bria,  and  Tom  Best,  all  of  whom 
who  had  been  at  the  JPIC/Koinonia-Faith  and  Order  meeting  in  Ronde,  Denmark  which 
produced  the  document.  This  meeting  came  as  the  result  of  an  initiative  from  JPIC  staff,  who 
wished  to  contribute  to  the  world  conference  by  developing  a JPIC  reflection  on  the  Working 
Document.  Plans  for  the  meeting  were  supported  by  Faith  and  Order  Moderator  Mary  Tanner 
and  the  Convenors  of  Units  I and  III,  and  the  good  cooperation  in  the  planning  process  was 
noted  between  JPIC  staff  (Wesley  Granberg-Michaelson)  and  Faith  and  Order  Staff  (at  first 
Silke-Petra  Bergjan  and  later  Tom  Best).  The  strong  presence  at  the  Denmark  meeting  of 
persons  from  the  Faith  and  Order  constituency  (as  participants,  presenters,  drafters  and  staff) 
was  emphasized. 

The  ensuing  wide-ranging  discussion  included  the  following  comments: 

(1)  The  text  represented  a significant  effort,  particularly  within  a short  meeting  of  four 
days,  to  link  areas  of  the  ecumenical  movement  which  are  all-too-often  separated:  it  brought 
the  areas  of  faith  and  order  and  life  and  work  together  "stereoscopically"  and  was  a creative 
document.  That  belief  and  action  are  inseparable  goes  without  saying— yet  it  is  necessary  that 
this  be  said,  and  the  text  helps  us  to  refuse  the  temptation  to  polarize  these  areas. 

(2)  The  central  aims  and  contributions  of  the  text  lay  in  its  effort  to  link  ecclesiology  and 
ethics,  and  to  relate  the  discussion  of  koinonia  to  serious  ethical  reflection.  Indeed  the  text 
represented  the  recovery  of  a "tradition"  of  such  reflection  within  the  WCC  (in  Church  and 
Society  and  in  the  consideration  of  the  Just,  Participatory  and  Sustainable  Society);  and  this 
should  be  encouraged. 

(3)  For  some  the  text  reflected  a "reduction"  from  the  current  state  of  ecclesiological 
discussion  and  represented,  in  this  sense,  a step  backward.  In  addition,  it  reflected  "a 
sociological  rather  than  a theological"  idea  of  the  church.  Others  disagreed,  noting  that  it 
broadened  the  perspective  and  parties  involved  in  the  discussion,  which  was  all  to  the  good; 
moveover  (in  contrast  to  many  ecumenical  texts)  it  written  with  a certain  immediacy  which 
helped  communicate  the  issues  in  a fresh  way. 

(4)  The  roots  of  the  text  were  noted  in  contemporary  English-speaking  professional  and 
academic  reflection  on  ethics.  Such  terms  as  "the  church  as  moral  community"  would  need 
careful  interpretation  for  a broader  audience. 

(5)  The  text’s  reference  to  worship  was  welcomed,  as  was  the  discussion  of  covenant 
which  should  help  the  JPIC  process  move  forward  in  this  area. 

(6)  The  text  and  the  Denmark  meeting  indicate  possible  areas  and  methods  of 
collaboration  between  WCC  programme  units.  This  needs  to  be  followed  up. 

(7)  The  view  emerged  that  the  text  should  be  distributed  for  use  in  all  sections  at  the 
world  conference:  it  was  essential  that  the  Commission  respond  positively  to  this  effort  to 
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link  ecclesiology  and  ethics,  and  wrestle  with  the  issues  which  it  raises.  At  the  same  time  it 
must  be  clear  that  Costly  Uniry  is  not  an  "official"  Faith  and  Order  text  and  has  a different 
function  from  the  world  conference  Discussion  Paper,  or  the  results  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
study  programmes  BEM,  Apostolic  Faith  and  Unity  and  Renewal. 

It  was  then  agreed  by  the  Standing  Commission  that  Costly  Unity  should  be  included  as 
background  material  for  the  world  conference,  accompanied  by  a clear  statement  as  to  the 
nature  and  status  of  the  text. 

B.  Distribution  at  Santiago  de  Compostela 

(1)  The  group  discussed  the  status  and  use  of  the  Costly  Unity  text  at  Santiago  de 
Compostela.  Our  starting  point  was  the  discussion  of  the  Ronde  meeting  in  Plenary  here  in 
Stuttgart. 

(2)  In  light  of  the  evident  keen  interest  in  this  text,  and  the  certainty  that  it  will  be 
brought  to  Santiago  in  any  case,  it  is  advisable  to  provide  it  together  with  the  World 
Conference  documentation  (in  the  second  mailing). 

(3)  The  text  must  be  accompanied  by  a clear  statement  of  its  nature  and  status,  and  its 
relation  to  the  other  texts  for  the  World  Conference. 
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V.  Ongoing  and  Future  Work  of  Faith  and  Order 
A.  United  and  Uniting  Churches 

1.  Minute  from  Group  on  United  and  Uniting  Churches 

(a)  The  group  met  in  accordance  with  minute  VII  of  the  Dublin  minutes  (p.  58).  Present 
were  three  members  of  the  group  established  in  Dublin:  Rev.  Janet  Crawford,  New  Zealand; 
Rev.  Martin  Cressey,  UK;  Rev.  Christobella  Bagh,  North  India;  Dr  Paul  Crow  as  Vice- 
Moderator  of  the  Standing  Commission  being  necessarily  at  another  meeting.  Added  to  the 
group  were  Rev.  Neville  Callam,  Jamaica;  Rev.  Dr  Duncan  Forrester,  Scotland;  Rev.  Dr 
Thomas  Hoyt,  USA;  Prof.  Dr  Kyung  Sook  Lee,  Korea;  Rev.  Dr  Yemba  Kekumba,  Zaire; 
Rev.  Dr  Thomas  Best  acted  as  secretary.  The  added  members  represented  a variety  of 
interest  from  outside  the  United  and  Uniting  Churches. 

(b)  Rev.  Martin  Cressey  reported  on  his  representing  the  WCC  at  the  Union  Synod  in 
Kingston,  Jamaica  at  which  the  United  Church  and  the  Disciples  came  together  as  the  United 
Church  in  Jamaica  and  the  Cayman  Islands.  This  joyful  and  significant  occasion  had 
encouraged  other  churches  in  the  Caribbean  to  deepen  their  cooperation  in  witness  and 
service. 

(c)  The  group  reviewed  the  Dublin  proposals  for  participation  by  United  and  Uniting 
Churches  in  the  World  Conference,  noting  the  following  points: 

(i)  Rev.  Dr  Dorothy  Lee,  a delegate  of  the  Uniting  Church  in  Australia,  was  to  be  one 
of  the  speakers  of  the  Biblical  basis  of  the  theme. 

(ii)  It  would  be  for  the  delegates  of  United  and  Uniting  Churches  to  help  the  conference 
by  their  contributions  to  see  these  churches  as  an  embodiment  (though  a partial  one) 
of  the  principles  of  the  Canberra  unity  statement.  There  should  be  an  opportunity  for 
these  delegates  to  meet  during  the  World  Conference. 

(iii)  These  delegates  and  those  from  other  churches  engaged  in  union  negotiations  or  the 
development  of  closer  structural  cooperation  should  receive  copies  of  the  interpretive 
survey  of  United  and  Uniting  Churches  from  the  Rome  minutes  and  of  the  article  by 
Dr  David  Thompson  "From  the  perspectives  of  United  and  Uniting  Churches"  in  the 
January  1993  Ecumenical  Review.  The  Standing  Commission  should  be  requested  to 
permit  distribution  of  the  article  to  all  Santiago  participants. 

(d)  The  group  mapped  a programme  of  work  with  United  and  Uniting  Churches  beyond 
the  World  Conference,  based  on  the  agreed  Dublin  proposals. 

(i)  The  maintaining  of  a "network"  among  these  churches.  There  was  discussion  of 
several  cases  where  this  could  be  very  valuable. 

(ii)  The  issuing  after  the  World  Conference  of  an  invitation  to  these  churches  to  a Sixth 
Consultation  of  United  and  Uniting  Churches  to  be  held  in  Jamaica  with  the  new  United 
Church  as  host  church.  Such  a consultation  could  also  relate  with  other  ecumenical 


48 


developments  in  the  Caribbean.  A preliminary  judgment  on  timing  was  that  the  Consultation 
could  be  in  March  (well  before  Easter)  or  April  (in  the  week  after  Easter)  1995. 

Agenda  already  emerging  included  the  contribution  of  United  an  Uniting  Churches  to  the 
wider  ecumenical  movement  - ways  of  making  progress  in  long-term  negotiations  - ways  of 
creative  response  to  ecumenical  frustrations  - care  for  groups  which  decided  against  joining 
in  church  unions  - questions  of  church  "identity"  both  for  the  churches’contemplating  union 
and  for  United  and  Uniting  churches  as  their  life  develops. 

(e)  The  group  requests  responses  from  the  Standing  Commission  on  points  c(iii)  and  d(ii) 
and  a mandate  to  continue  as  a working  group  in  negotiation  with  the  United  Church  in 
Jamaica  and  the  Cayman  Islands  and  for  the  calling  of  a Sixth  Consultation. 

2.  Plenary  Discussion  on  Report  of  United  and  Uniting  Churches  Group 

Martin  Cressey  presented  the  Minute  (see  above)  from  the  sub-group  on  United  and  Uniting 
Churches,  requesting  the  Standing  Commission’s  response  to  the  specific  issues  noted  in 
section  5.  In  Plenary  discussion  the  following  points  were  emphasized: 

(a)  The  need  to  take  more  closely  into  account  the  agreements  between  churches  which 
are  not  uniting  (seeking  structural  union). 

(b)  The  need  to  take  more  closely  into  account  the  results  and  implications  of  local 
ecumenical  projects  and  other  local  ecumenical  endeavours. 

(c)  There  needs  to  be  a fresh  discussion  of  the  Faith  and  Order  “perception”  of  the  united 
and  uniting  churches,  and  their  role  both  within  its  own  work  and  in  relation  to  the  world 
confessions.  There  was  a call  for  an  extended  reflection  (one  plenary  session)  in  this  area  at 
the  January  1994  Standing  Commission  meeting,  and  this  met  with  general  approval. 

(d)  The  proposed  date  for  the  Sixth  International  Consultation  of  United  and  Uniting 
Churches  was  affirmed. 

The  following  statement  by  Martin  Cressey  records  the  Standing  Commission’s  unanimous 
response  to  the  specific  questions  raised. 

(i)  The  Standing  Commission  received  the  report.  On  the  request  that  Dr.  Thompson’s 
article  be  distributed  to  all  Santiago  participants  the  Commission  decided  that  a 
precedent  should  not  be  set  in  this  matter  lest  many  such  requests  be  made.  The 
article  and  the  interpretive  survey  [the  latter  by  Martin  Cressey]  should  be  sent  with 
one  of  the  Santiago  mailings  to  United  and  Uniting  Church  delegates  and  those  from 
other  churches  engaged  in  union  negotiations  or  the  development  of  closer  structural 
cooperation,  e.g.  the  parties  to  the  Meissen  agreement. 

(ii)  The  sub-group  as  listed  was  given  a mandate  to  prepare  in  negotiation  with  the  United 
Church  in  Jamaica  and  the  Cayman  Islands  the  Sixth  Consultation  of  United  and 
Uniting  Churches  whose  development  had  been  approved  by  the  Dublin  meeting  of 
the  Standing  Commission. 
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B.  Bilateral  Dialogues 

The  meeting  focused  on  the  question  of  the  next  Forum  for  Bilateral  Consultations  which  is 
planned  for  1994.  There  have  been  five  such  meetings  held  thus  far,  in  1978,  1979,  1980, 
1985  and  1990.  These  meetings  are  sponsored  by  the  Conference  of  Secretaries  of  Christian 
World  Communions  and  coordinated  by  Faith  and  Order.  The  Forum  helps  to  analyze  the 
results  of  Bilateral  consultations  and  to  relate  the  bilateral  to  the  multilateral  dialogue  of  Faith 
and  Order.  The  Fourth  Forum  in  1985  examined  and  compared  the  issues  treated  in  BEM 
with  the  way  the  same  issues  are  dealt  with  in  the  Bilaterals.  The  Fifth  Forum  in  1990 
studied  the  coherence  of  the  presentation  of  ecclesiology  in  the  various  bilaterals:  for  example 
is  a given  tradition  consistent  in  the  way  it  presents  its  ecclesiology  in  the  dialogues  with 
various  partners? 

The  next  forum  will  treat  the  issue  of  ecumenical  reception.  Some  of  the  issues  which 
emerged  in  our  discussion  were  the  following: 

1.  The  suggestion  was  made  that  it  might  be  useful  for  the  co-presidents  of  dialogues  to 
meet  every  10  years  or  so  to  share  information  about  the  dialogues. 

2.  Reception  must  not  necessarily  mean  the  immediate  obligatory  binding  of  the 
Churches  to  the  dialogue  agreement.  Rather  they  should  consider  the  agreement  as  an  event. 
First,  consider  the  spiritual  significance  of  the  event  after  centuries  of  distrust.  Secondly, 
what  does  the  agreement  mean  for  common  witness;  what  are  its  pastoral  implications.  Only 
after  these  considerations  should  the  agreement  then  lead  to  further  steps  between  the 
churches.  It  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  one  agreement  a church  makes,  may  clash  with 
another. 

3.  Perhaps  the  dialogues  themselves  could  suggest  ways  in  which  the  results  can  be 
implemented. 

4.  In  reception,  the  relationship  between  international  and  regional  dialogues  should  be 
taken  into  consideration. 

5.  Reception  must  not  be  seen  as  a one  way  street,  from  the  perspective  only  of  the 
dialogue  and  the  attention  given  to  it.  There  must  also  be  listening,  asking  for  example  what 
the  churches  have  to  contribute  to  the  process. 

6.  There  are  various  levels  of  reception;  one  builds  on  another.  Information  must  be 
provided  that  the  implication  at  these  various  stages  are  clearer  to  people. 

7.  Some  of  the  obstacles  to  reception  were  mentioned: 

(a)  Bitter  memories,  whether  ancient  or  recent,  can  have  a negative  effect  on  attitudes 
towards  ecumenism. 

(b)  People  in  the  churches  might  respond  to  dialogue  results  but  quickly  put  them  aside, 
not  taking  them  seriously. 
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(c)  People  may  be  involved  deeply  in  a local  study  process  of  dialogue  results,  but  then 
their  enthusiasm  wanes  if  they  feel  the  official  response  of  a church  to  a dialogue  is  not  so 
positive. 

Finally,  reception  must  entail  commitment  on  the  part  of  those  involved. 

C.  Worship  and  Spirituality 

1.  Minute  from  the  Group  on  Worship  and  Spirituality 

(a)  We  note  that  the  By-Laws  state  how  the  aim  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  is 

"...  to  call  the  churches  to  the  goal  of  visible  unity  in  one  faith  and  one  eucharistic 
fellowship  expressed  in  worship  and  in  common  life  in  Christ..." 

In  the  past  Faith  and  Order  has  paid  considerable  attention  to  the  aspect  of  worship  (e.g. 
Lukas  Vischer’s  book  on  Intercession,  the  development  of  the  Ecumenical  Prayer  Cycle,  the 
"Lima  Liturgy"  as  a liturgical  expression  of  BEM,  and  other  earlier  work).  However  of 
recent  years  the  concern  for  expressing  the  one  faith  in  worship  has  been  mainly  through 
collaboration  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  on  producing  materials  for  the  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  Unity.  We  would  encourage  the  Standing  Commission  to  direct  more 
attention  to  worship,  particularly  in  terms  of  its  functions  as  stated  in  2a)  and  2c). 

(b)  In  light  of  the  plenary  discussion  the  following  recommendations  are  made: 

(i)  that  in  the  appointment  of  new  Faith  and  Order  staff  members  particular  attention  be 

paid  to  appointing  someone  with  skills  and  interest  in  the  area  of  worship  and 
spirituality  and  that  this  person  be  encouraged  to  work  in  co-operation  with  the 
“Worship  and  Spirituality”  stream  in  Unit  I. 

(ii)  On  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity 

(1)  We  commend  the  proposal  that  Unit  I/Spirituality  and  Worship  hold  a 
workshop  on  local  adaptation,  production  and  distribution  of  Week  of  Prayer 
materials. 

(2)  Recognizing  that  organization  and  observance  of  the  Week  of  Prayer  is  done 
differently  in  various  places,  we  urge  that  ways  be  sought  to  encourage  wider 
distribution  of  the  material  particularly  to  those  churches  and  Christian  groups 
which  are  not  members  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

(3)  We  do  not  think  that  a single  date  of  observance  worldwide  for  the  Week  of 
Prayer  is  practicable  or  even  desirable  but  suggest  that  efforts  be  made  (by  the 
International  Preparatory  Group)  to  link  the  Week  of  Prayer  material  with 
prayer  for  unity  throughout  the  year.  Suggestions  as  to  how  this  might  be  done 
include: 

• preparing  a prayer  card  with  one  or  two  prayers  for  unity  to  be  used 
throughout  the  year 
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• mentioning  the  Ecumenical  Prayer  Cycle  in  the  Week  of  Prayer  booklet. 

2.  Plenary  Discussion  on  Report  of  Worship  and  Spirituality  Group 

Janet  Crawford  presented  the  Minute  (see  above;  as  modified  after  Plenary  Discussion)  from 
the  sub-group  on  Worship. 

A wide-ranging  discussion  included  the  following  points: 

(a)  On  the  date  of  the  Week  of  Prayer  observance 

It  was  noted  that  further  reflection  was  needed  on  the  request  from  the  Anglican  communion 
that  the  churches  move  towards  a single  date  each  year  for  observance  of  the  Week  of 
Prayer.  This  should  be  brought  again  to  the  International  Preparatory  Group  at  its  next 
meeting  (October  1993). 

One  speaker  commended  the  Pentecost  period  for  a unified  observance  of  the  Week  of 
Prayers.  Others  noted,  however,  that  a variety  of  times  for  the  observance  "keeps  alive  the 
awareness  of  the  search  for  unity"  throughout  the  year;  promotes  a regional  approach  to  the 
event;  and  fosters  a healthy  diversity  in  our  ecumenical  practise.  It  was  noted  that  an 
exclusive  observance  at  the  period  of  Pentecost  might  exclude  some  churches. 

(b)  The  Week  of  Prayer  observance  needs  to  be  related  to  the  Ecumenical  Prayer  Cycle 
which,  one  speaker  noted,  appeared  to  be  losing  importance  on  the  ecumenical  scene. 

(c)  The  proposed  Unit  I workshop  on  Spirituality  and  Worship  would  need  a full  input 
from  Faith  and  Order,  especially  if  it  aimed  at  promoting  local  adaptation  and  distribution 
of  the  international  Week  of  Prayer  materials. 

(d)  Some  speakers  found  the  language  of  "repentance"  difficult  when  applied  to  the 
churches.  The  matter  needed  to  be  stated  very  carefully. 

(e)  It  was  generally  agreed  that  the  discussion  illustrated  the  need  for  a more  extended 
reflection  (a  full  plenary  session)  in  this  area  at  the  next  Standing  Commission  meeting 
(January  1994). 

MOTION:  The  Moderator  moved  that  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  sub- 

group’s report  be  adopted,  and  this  was  carried  without  dissent. 

D.  Ecumenical  Perspectives  on  Ecclesiology 

The  issue  of  a new  study  on  ecclesiology  has  been  discussed  since  the  Budapest  meeting  in 
1989.  The  possible  content  was  spelled  out  in  Dunblane  (cf.  Minutes  of  Dunblane,  p.  68ff). 
The  group  on  "Ongoing  and  new  Faith  and  Order  studies"  confirmed  the  need  for  a study 
on  "Ecclesiology"  in  addition  to  the  continuing  work  on  Church  and  World  issues.  A first 
consultation  would  be  planned  after  the  World  Conference  in  Santiago  de  Compostela  to 
structure  the  programme  of  this  study. 
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There  is  a need  to  study  the  ecclesiological  implication  of  councils  of  churches  and  the 
understanding  of  the  nature  of  the  Church.  A convergence  document  on  ecclesiology  and  a 
similar  process  like  the  one  leading  to  the  BEM  document  was  proposed.  At  the  same  time 
the  growing  scepticism  for  more  documents  and  new  studies  was  expressed.  Reflections  on 
the  methods  of  such  a study  were  needed.  Both  the  contextual  and  the  classical  theological 
approach  need  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  Emphasis  should  be  given  to  the  experience 
of  the  local  situation.  What  does  it  mean  to  be  church  in  a certain  situation?  The  need  for  a 
fundamental  biblical  approach  was  expressed.  A brief  bibliography  of  recent  research  on 
ecclesiology  in  the  different  denominations  would  be  helpful  input. 

The  following  areas  of  work  have  been  discussed: 

a synopsis  of  Faith  and  Order  material  on  ecclesiology; 
a study  on  authority  and  teaching; 

a discussion  on  ecclesiology  as  it  is  formulated  in  the  Chantilly  paper  which  has  been 
integrated  into  the  Church  and  World  study; 

a study  on  "communio  sanctorum".  In  this  context  the  issue  of  "communio 
sanctorum"  brought  into  the  discussion  in  Lausanne  (1927)  by  the  Orthodox 
delegation  - becomes  relevant  again; 

the  "communio"  ecclesiology  as  an  important  part  of  the  recent  bilateral  dialogues  and 
of  the  preparation  of  the  World  Conference  in  Santiago  de  Compostela. 

E.  Unity  and  Renewal:  Future  Issues 

The  group  included  the  following  members:  Barry  Rogerson  (moderating),  Christobella  Bagh, 
Ion  Bria,  Neville  Callum,  John  Radano,  John  Onaiyekan,  Duncan  Forrester,  Turid  Karlsen 
Seim,  Yeow  Choo  Lak,  Tom  Hoyt,  Janet  Crawford,  Kyung-Sook  Lee,  Evangelos  Theodorou, 
and  Silke-Petra  Bergjan  and  Tom  Best  (staff). 

The  purpose  of  the  discussion  was  to  explore  possible  future  directions  for  the  study  on  "The 
Unity  of  the  Church  and  the  Renewal  of  Human  Community".  From  a wide-ranging 
discussion  two  overarching  perspectives  and  areas  of  concern  emerged.  The  first  picked  up 
themes  related  to  a proposal  made  at  the  Dunblane  Standing  Commission  meeting  in  1989; 
the  second  to  Faith  and  Order  work  pursued  already  in  the  1970s. 

1.  Nationalism  and  ethnic  identity  in  relation  to  unity 

(a)  The  existence  of  "national  churches"  raises  serious  questions  in  relation  to  the 
catholicity  and  universality  of  the  Church,  the  one  body  of  Christ.  How  do  these  specific 
Christian  identities,  often  intimately  linked  to  particular  national  or  cultural  histories  and 
present-day  interests,  fit  within  the  vision  of  "all  in  each  place"  or  of  conciliar  fellowship? 

(b)  A related  question  is  that  of  the  identity  of  particular  nations  or  ethnic  groups, 
especially  when  they  claim  to  have  an  unique  role  or  mission  within  history.  How  are  such 
claims  to  be  judged  and  evaluated  within  the  Christian  family  as  a whole?  National  identity 
can  be  positive  and  beneficial.  But  we  are  sobered  by  the  frequency  with  which  Christian 
values  can  be  "hijacked"  by  limited  national  interests. 
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(c)  The  question  of  land  is  also  closely  connected  to  these  topics.  The  importance  of  land 
for  indigenous  groups  is  well  know;  the  land  is  also  a powerful  theological  concept  within 
Christian  history,  especially  relation  to  the  "election"  of  particular  nations  or  groups.  It  is 
striking  that  so  many  present-day  national  and  ethnic  issues  involve  land,  land  claimed  or 
contested  which  is  understood  to  be  crucial  to  a group’s  identity  and  survival. 

(d)  The  inverse  of  national  identity  is  fear  of  the  "outsider".  The  results  of  this  fear  are 
seen  increasingly  today,  for  example  in  the  growing  resistance  to  refugees.  This  raises  the 
question  of  the  Christian  attitude  to  such  violence,  and  to  the  migrations  and  dislocations 
resulting  from  violence  and  strife  in  nations  elsewhere.  What  is  the  continuing  significance 
of  the  Jubilee  Year  for  Christians  today,  or  of  the  biblical  injunction  to  treat  "the  alien"  with 
justice? 

(e)  Theology  must  struggle  with  the  results  of  a "hermeneutic  of  otherness",  that  is,  our 
tendency  to  interpret  the  unknown  through  fear  and  to  respond  to  it  with  hostility.  It  is 
tragically  true  that  we  often  define  our  own  communities  through  limiting  their  membership 
and  scope.  What  does  it  mean  that  we  often  shape  our  own  koinonia  by  mechanisms  of 
exclusion  which  shut  out  others? 

(f)  This  emphasizes  the  role  of  the  church  as  an  agent  of  reconciliation.  It  may  be  the 
task  of  the  church  to  call  the  nation  to  repentance,  and  to  awaken  its  awareness  of  the  need 
for  God’s  forgiveness.  The  church  may  be  being  recalled  to  its  proper  "priestly  role"  within 
the  community. 

(g)  In  future  work  it  would  be  important  to  review  earlier  Faith  and  Order  reflections  on 
nationalism. 

2.  The  Community  of  Women  and  Men 

(a)  The  Unity  and  Renewal  study  spoke  of  the  calling  of  the  church  to  be  a “sign”  of 
reconciled  and  just  community.  In  future  work  it  would  be  important  to  identify— and  reflect 
upon— cases  where  the  church  has,  through  the  quality  of  its  community  life  as  well  as  the 
strength  of  its  faith,  such  a sign  for  humanity  as  a whole. 

(b)  Developments  since  the  study  on  "The  Community  of  Women  and  Men"  have  shown 
that  the  issues  in  this  area  are  crucial  for  the  churches  and  for  the  ecumenical  movement. 
What  is  needed  now  is  a focus  on  the  theological  and  ecclesiological  issues  underlying  the 
many  divisive  differences  in  belief  and  practise. 

(c)  An  example  is  the  question  of  the  ordination  of  women.  This  continues  to  be  complex 
and  difficult  within  the  ecumenical  movement.  It  has  remained  on  the  Faith  and  Order 
agenda,  though  without  being  tackled  directly,  since  the  early  1980s.  The  proposal  (made 
already  at  the  Dunblane  Standing  Commission)  should  be  pursued  for  a study  on  the 
theological  issue  of  representation  as  an  approach  to  this  issue.  This  would  be  closely 
connected  to  the  question  of  identity  and,  ultimately,  to  the  question  of  anthropology. 

(d)  It  was  noted  that  questions  related  to  sexuality  were  among  the  most  difficult,  both 
within  particular  churches  and  in  the  ecumenical  movement  as  a whole.  While  it  is  agreed 
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that  the  church  needs  to  play  a prophetic  role  in  society,  often  there  is  strong  disagreement 
about  what  this  means  in  practise.  It  will  require  much  sensitivity  to  deal  ecumenically  with 
issues  which  are  potentially  so  divisive. 


VI.  Decisions  in  Closed  Session 

A.  Vice-Moderators 

The  Dublin  Minutes  record  the  election  of  our  Vice-Moderators  with  a place  reserved  for  a 
fifth  Vice-Moderator.  The  Moderator  wrote  to  the  relevant  WCC  staff  including  the  General 
Secretary  explaining  the  decision  on  the  basis  of  By-Laws  3 (f.ii)  modified  in  the  light  of  3 
(g):  the  new  General  Secretary  had  received  a copy  of  the  letter.  It  was  judged  by  a very 
clear  majority  that  the  Standing  Commission  had  taken  all  the  action  required  of  it  and  that 
the  election  of  five  Vice-Moderators,  including  that  of  Professor  Emmanuel  Clapsis,  was 
completed  and  in  order. 

B.  Staff  Appointments 

1 . Process  of  Election  of  a Director 

(a)  The  Moderator,  as  elected  Moderator  of  the  Nominations  Committee  chosen  by  the 
Standing  Commission,  submitted  the  attached  report.  The  Personnel  Director  of  the  WCC 
had  requested  that  the  final  step  might  be  "to  submit  names  as  its  nominations  for  Director 
to  the  General  Secretary".  The  General  Secretary  would  then  present  a name  to  the  Central 
Committee.  The  Nominations  Committee  had  replied  that  this  would  contravene  an  agreement 
made  at  the  previous  election  of  a Director  in  1979  and  would  also  make  difficult  a proper 
sensitivity  to  the  wishes  of  non-member  churches  which  have  full  members  in  the 
Commission  but  not  in  the  Central  Committee  of  the  WCC. 

(b)  The  Standing  Commission  received  a job  description  for  Director.  It  supported  the 
Nominations  Committee  in  seeking  to  retain  the  post  at  grade  09  as  the  responsibilities  had 
in  no  way  been  reduced.  The  Standing  Commission  asked  the  Moderator  to  convey  its 
opinion  to  the  General  Secretary. 

2.  Second  Staff  Position 

The  post  to  be  vacated  by  V.  Rev.  Dr  Gennadios  Limouris  to  be  advertised  in  April  1993 
for  a process  leading  to  nomination  by  the  January  1994  Standing  Commission.  The  Standing 
Commission  noted  with  approval  that  the  Nominations  Committee  intended  to  follow  the  full 
search  process  to  fill  the  vacancy  according  to  this  process. 

3.  Third  Staff  Position 

The  post  to  be  vacated  by  Dr  Silke-Petra  Bergjan  can  be  filled  only  by  the  generosity  of  the 
German  churches  in  seconding  a person  to  the  post.  It  was  proposed  to  ask  them  to  consider 
permitting  the  consultant  Dr  Dagmar  Heller  to  stay  on  for  three  months  beyond  April  1994 
and  to  second  someone  from  1 September  1994  to  the  post  vacated  by  Dr  Bergjan. 
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C.  Votes  of  Thanks  to  Departing  Staff 

Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  staff  leaving:  V.  Rev.  Dr  Gennadios  Limouris,  Dr  Silke-Petra 
Bergjan  and  Ms  Ute  Thrane. 

1 . The  Standing  Commission,  meeting  at  Stuttgart  to  prepare  the  next  World  Conference 
on  Faith  and  Order,  acknowledges  how  much  it  relies  on  the  patient  and  devoted  work  of 
Gennadios  Limouris.  His  commitment  was  not  limited  to  the  immediate  preparation  of  the 
Conference.  He  has  been  a key  person  for  the  long  and  difficult  process  which  led  to  the 
document  on  Confessing  the  One  Faith  and  which  helped  understanding  the  wav  this 
document  has  to  be  used  by  all  the  Churches.  Moreover,  during  these  years  he  has  been  a 
friendly  and  active  link  not  only  between  the  Commission  and  the  Orthodox  Churches,  but 
also  between  the  Commission  and  the  whole  WCC. 

Many  of  us  remember  also  how  he  was  always  ready  to  help  people,  finding  the  necessary 
documentation,  sending  the  missing  book,  faxing  the  urgent  letter,  discovering  the  Orthodox 
document  needed  for  the  discussion.  It  is  clear  that  many  of  us  will  regret  his  absence.  We 
wish  him  success  and  joy  in  his  new  responsibilities. 

2.  The  Standing  Commission  records  its  thanks  to  Silke-Petra  Bergjan  for  her  major 
contribution  to  the  work  of  Faith  and  Order.  She  has  served  with  expertise  in  the  capacity 
of  a seconded  staff  person.  We  acknowledge  with  gratitude  her  personal  and  professional 
dedication  specially  in  the  issue  of  "ecumenical  perspectives  on  ecclesiology",  the  difficult 
task  of  compiling  the  regional  and  other  responses  to  the  Working  Document  for  the  World 
conference  and  her  participation  in  regional  consultations.  She  has  done  all  with  joy  and 
effectiveness.  We  give  thanks  to  God  for  her  sharing,  her  gifts  and  talents  and  we  pray  for 
a blessed  future  in  her  life  and  career. 

3.  The  Standing  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  expresses  its  grateful  thanks  for  the 
contribution  Ute  Thrane  has  made  to  the  life  and  work  of  Faith  and  Order  during  the  five 
months  she  has  spent  in  Geneva.  Her  interest  in  our  work  and  her  special  study  on  the 
ordination  of  women  have  made  her  contributions  to  the  preparation  of  the  Working 
Document  for  the  Fifth  World  Conference  valuable  and  creative.  We  wish  her  well  in  the 
next  stage  of  her  studies. 

D.  Revision  of  the  By-Laws 

The  Central  Committee  had  recognized  that  the  By-Laws  had  a special  status,  not  only 
because  of  By-Law  9,  but  also  because  the  scope  of  the  Commission  is  broader  than  that  of 
the  WCC  membership. 

It  is  clear  that  By-Laws  3 (a),  3 (d),  4 (a),  8 (a)  need  to  be  revised  to  correspond  to  the  new 
WCC  structure.  Bishop  Rogerson  and  Dr  Rusch  were  asked  to  consider  in  the  light  of  notes 
submitted  by  the  Director,  a redraft,  for  discussion  at  a forthcoming  meeting  with  the  WCC 
Central  Committee  By-Laws  Group  which  Dr  Rusch  will  attend.  The  Standing  Commission 
rests  its  procedures  in  the  matter  of  By-Laws  on  By-Law  9,  requiring  the  consent  of  the 
Standing  Commission  and  the  Plenary  Commission  before  any  changes  are  made. 
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VII.  Meeting  of  Standing  Commission  1994 

It  was  proposed  that  the  Standing  Commission  met  from  4 (evening)  - 1 1 (breakfast)  January 
1994.  For  the  agenda  nearness  to  Geneva  is  necessary:  three  possibilities  are  at  Annecy, 
France,  Cret-Berard,  near  Lausanne  or  Kappel,  near  Zurich,  both  in  Switzerland;  the 
Standing  Commission  was  happy  with  any  of  these  and  the  staff  were  asked  to  follow  the 
matter  up. 
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APPENDIX 

MEMBERSHIP  OF  THE  FAITH  AND  ORDER  PLENARY  COMMISSION 

(*  = denotes  Faith  and  Order  Standing  Commission  member) 


Moderator: 

*Dr  Mary  TANNER  (Church  of  England),  Council  of  Christian  Unity,  Church  House, 
Great  Smith  Street,  London  SW1P  3NZ,  England 


Vice-Moderators: 

*V.  Rev.  Prof.  Emmanuel  CLAPSIS  (Greek  Orthodox  Archdiocese  of  North  and  South 
America/Ecumenical  Patriarchate),  Hellenic  College,  50  Goddard  Avenue,  Brookline, 
MA  02146,  USA 

* Rev.  Dr  Paul  A.  CROW  Jr.  (Disciples  of  Christ),  P O Box  1986,  Indianapolis, 

IN  46206,  USA 

*Rev.  Araceli  ROCCHIETTI  (Methodist  Church),  Julio  Cesar  1264,  Apt.  702,  Montevideo, 
Uruguay 

*Mrs  Veronia  SWAI  (Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  Tanzania),  Women’s  Work, 

P O Box  195,  Moshi,  Tanzania 

*Rev.  Fr  Jean  M.R.  TILLARD  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Couvent  Dominicain, 

96  Empress  Road,  Ottawa,  Ontario  KIR  7G3,  Canada 


Members: 

Deaconess  Bella  ADEMOLA  (Methodist  Church),  11  Ikoyi  Crescent,  Ikoyi,  Lagos,  Nigeria 

Dr  Charles  AMJAD-ALI  (United  Church  of  Pakistan),  Christian  Study  Centre, 

126-B  Muree  Road,  Rawalpindi  Cant.,  Pakistan 

Dr  Kamol  ARAYAPRATEEP  (Church  of  Christ  in  Thailand),  14  Pramuan  Road, 

10500  Bangkok,  Thailand 

Archbishop  Mesrob  ASHJIAN  (Armenian  Apostolic  Church,  Cilicia),  Eastern  Prelacy, 

138  East  38th  Street,  New  York,  NY  10016,  USA 

*Rev.  Christobella  BAGH  (Church  of  North  India),  Bishop’s  House,  Christ  Church 
Compound,  Bhagalpur,  Bihar  821  001,  India 
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Rev.  Alyson  BARNETT-COWAN  (Anglican  Church  of  Canada),  Anglican  Church  of 
Canada,  600  Jarvis  Street,  Toronto.  Ontario  M4Y  2J6,  Canada 

Rev.  Eva  BEBROVSZKY-GEROFI  (Lutheran  Church  in  Hungary),  Deak  Ter  4. 

1052  Budapest,  Hungary 

Prof.  Dr  Wolfgang  BIENERT  (Evangelical  Church  in  Germany:  United), 

Hahnbergstrasse  5,  35043  Marburg-Cappel,  Germany 

Metropolitan  BISHOY  of  Damietta  (Coptic  Orthodox  Church),  Midan  Sorour  - Coptic 
Church,  Damiette,  Egypt 

Prof.  Dr  Klauspeter  BLASER  (Swiss  Protestant  Church  Federation),  Universite  de  Lausanne, 
Faculte  de  theologie,  2 Dorigny,  1015  Lausanne,  Switzerland 

Rev.  Hugh  Blessing  BOE  (Church  of  the  Province  of  Melanesia.  Anglican),  P O Box  19. 
Honiara,  Solomon  Islands 

Prof.  Dr  Roberta  BONDI  (United  Methodist  Church),  Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  Atlanta,  GA  30322,  USA 

Rev.  Fr  Frans  BOUWEN  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Sainte  Anne,  B P 19079,  Jerusalem, 
Israel 

Rev.  Dr  Sven-Erik  BRODD  (Church  of  Sweden),  Sysslomansgatan  4,  Box  438, 

75 1 06  Uppsala,  Sweden 

Rt  Rev.  Dr  Manas  BUTHELEZI  (Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  South  Africa),  ELCSA 
Central  Diocese,  P O Box  1210,  Roodeport  1725,  Republic  of  South  Africa 

*Rev.  Neville  CALLAM  (Jamaica  Baptist  Union),  Tarrant  Baptist  Church,  51  Molynes 
Road,  Kingston  10,  Jamaica,  West  Indies 

Metropolitan  CHRYSANTHOS  of  Limassol  (Church  of  Cyprus),  P O Box  6091,  Limassol, 
Cyprus 

Rev.  Keith  CLEMENTS  (Baptist  Union  of  Great  Britain),  28  Halsbury  Road,  Westbury 
Park,  Bristol  BS6  7SR,  England 

*Rev.  Janet  CRAWFORD  (Anglican  Church  in  Aotearoa,  New  Zealand  and  Polynesia), 

St  John’s  College,  202  St  John’s  Road,  Auckland  5,  New  Zealand 

*Rev.  Martin  CRESSEY  (United  Reformed  Church),  Principal’s  Lodge,  Westminster 
College,  Madingley  Road,  Cambridge  CB3  A0B,  England 

^Metropolitan  DANIEL  of  Moldavia  and  Bukovina  (Romanian  Orthodox  Church), 

16,  Bd  Stefan  cel  Mare,  6600  Iasi,  Romania 
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Rev.  Prof.  Kortwright  DAVIS  (Episcopal  Church),  11414  Woodson  Avenue, 

Kensington,  MD  20895,  USA 

*Dr  Sophie  DEICHA  (Archdiocese  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Parishes  in  Western  Europe/ 
Ecumenical  Patriarchate),  50,  rue  de  Mareil,  78100  St  Germain-en-Laye,  France 

V.Rev.  Prof.  Dr  George  DRAGAS  (Greek  Orthodox  Archdiocese  of  Thyateira  and  Great 
Britain/Ecumenical  Patriarchate),  University  of  Durham,  Department  of 
Theology,  Abbey  House,  Palace  Green,  Durham  DH1  3RS,  England 

*Rt  Rev.  Sigqibo  DWANE  (Church  of  the  Province  of  Southern  Africa,  Anglican), 

P O Box  852,  Worcester  6850,  Republic  of  South  Africa 

Ms  Marguerite  FASSINOU  (Protestant  Methodist  Church),  B P 571,  Porto  Novo,  Republic 
of  Benin 

Prof.  Dr  Pavel  FILIPI  (Evangelicl  Church  of  the  Czech  Brethren),  Belgicka  22, 

120  00  Praha  2,  Czech  Republic 

Prof.  Dr  Kyriaki  FITZGERALD  (Greek  Orthodox  Archidocese  of  North  and  South  America/ 
Ecumenical  Patriarchate),  P O Box  477,  Sagamore  Village,  MA  02561,  USA 

*Rev.  Prof.  Duncan  FORRESTER  (Church  of  Scotland),  25  Kingsburgh  Road,  Edinburgh 
EH  12  6DZ,  Scotland 

Ms  Olga  GANABA  (Russian  Orthodox  Church),  Department  of  External  Church  Relations, 
St  Daniel  Monastery,  22  Danilovsky  val,  113  191  Moscow,  CIS 

Prof.  Dr  Beverley  GAVENTA  (Disciples  of  Christ),  Columbia  Seminary,  701  Columbia 
Drive,  Box  520,  Decatur,  GA  30032,  USA 

Sister  Donna  GEERNAERT,  SC  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  90  Parent  Avenue,  Ottawa, 
Ontario  KIN  7B1,  Canada 

Rev.  Dr  J.W.  GLADSTONE  (Church  of  South  India),  Principal,  Kerala  United  Theological 
Seminary,  Kanaammoola,  Trivandrum  595  011,  India 

Dr  Salesi  T.  HAVEA  (Methodist  Church  of  Tonga),  P O Box  57,  Nukualofa,  Tonga 

Prof.  Dr  Mark  S.  HEIM  (American  Baptist  Churches),  Andover  Newton  Theological  School, 
Department  of  Christian  Religion,  210  Herrick  Road,  Andover  Centre,  MA  02159, 
USA 

Ms  Justina  HILUKILUAH  (Church  of  the  Province  of  Southern  Africa,  Anglican), 

P O Box  57,  Windhoek  9000,  Namibia,  Southern  Africa 

Prof.  Dr  L.A.  HOEDEMAKER  (Netherlands  Reformed  Church),  Wassenberghstraat  58, 
9718  LN  Groningen,  Netherlands 
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*Prof.  Dr  Thomas  HOYT  (Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church),  Hartford  Seminary, 
Hartford,  CT  06105,  USA 

Prof.  Dr  Hristov  Stojanov  HRISTOV  (Bulgarian  Orthodox  Church),  ul.  Stefan  Karadja  8, 
1000  Sofia,  Bulgaria 

*Metropolitan  Dr  G.  Yohanna  IBRAHIM  (Syrian  Orthodox  Patriarchate  of  Antioch),  Syrian 
Orthodox  Archbishopric,  P O Box  4194,  Aleppo,  Syria 

Sister  Margaret  JENKINS  CSB  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Brigidine  Convent,  12  Mary 
Street,  Clayton,  Vic.  3168,  Australia 

Metropolitan  Prof.  Dr  JOHN  (Zizioulas)  of  Pergamon  (Ecumenical  Patriarchate),  Harilaou 
Trikoupi  99,  145  63  Kefalari-Kifissia,  Greece 

Rev.  Prof.  Dr  Keiji  KANDA  (United  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan),  5-1-36-301  Kamikotoen, 
Nishinomiya-shi,  Hyogo-ken  662,  Japan 

Ms  Najila  Abou-Sawan  KASSAB  (National  Evangelical  Synod  of  Syria  and  Lebanon),  P O 
Box  70890,  Antelias,  Lebanon 

Mgr  Prof.  Dr  Aloys  KLEIN  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Johann-Adam-Mohler-Institut, 
Leostrasse  13a,  33098  Paderborn,  Germany 

Rev.  Arthur  KO  LAY  (Myanmar  Baptist  Convention),  Myanmar  Baptist  Convention, 

143,  Minye  Kyawswa  Road,  Lanmadaw,  P O Box  506,  Yangon,  Myanmar 

Rev.  Fr  Johns  Abraham  KONAT  (Malankara  Orthodox  Syrian  Church),  Pampakuda,  (via) 
Muvattupuzha,  Kerala  686  667,  India 

Rev.  Dr  Abraham  KURUVILLA  (Mar  Thoma  Syrian  Church),  Holy  Trinity  Anglican 
Church,  P O Box  115,  Erskine  Ville,  NSW  2043,  Australia 

Rev.  Fr  K.  Joseph  LABI  (Greek  Orthodox  Patriarchate  of  Alexandria),  Orthodox  Church, 
P O Box  10,  Larteh,  Ghana 

Dorn  Emmanuel  LANNE  OSB  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Monastere  Benedictin, 

5590  Chevetogne,  Belgium 

Rev.  Dr  Dorothee  LEE  (Uniting  Church  of  Australia),  Theological  Hall,  Ormond  College, 
College  Crescent,  Parkville,  Vic,  3052,  Australia 

*Prof.  Dr  Kyung  Sook  LEE  (Methodist  Church  of  Korea),  9-201  Chungwha  Apt., 
Itaewondong,  Yongsan-ku,  140  200  Seoul,  Korea 

Dr  Lars  LINDBERG  (Mission  Covenant  Church  of  Sweden),  Kottlavagen  116, 

181  41  Lidingo,  Sweden 
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*Prof.  Nicolas  LOSSKY  (Russian  Orthodox  Church),  66,  rue  d’Hautpoul, 

75019  Paris,  France 

Rev.  Harald  MALSCHITZKY  (Evangelical  Church  of  Lutheran  Confession  in  Brazil),  Caixa 
Postal  2876,  90001-970  Porto  Alegre  - RS,  Brazil 

Rev.  Fr  Marcello  MAMMARELLA  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  1,  via  Raffaello, 

65124  Pescara,  Italy 

Rev.  Dr  Frank  J.  MATERA  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Catholic  University  of  America, 
School  of  Religious  Studies,  Department  of  Theology,  Washington,  DC  20064,  USA 

•Rev.  Dr  Melanie  MAY  (Church  of  the  Brethren),  Colgate  Rochester  Divinity  School, 
Bexley  Hall,  Crozer  Theological  Seminary,  1 100  South  Goodman  Street,  Rochester, 
NY  14620,  USA 

Bishop  Dr  MELCHEZEDEK  (Ethiopian  Orthodox  Church),  P O Box  1283,  Addis  Ababa, 
Ethiopia 

Dr  Nestor  MIGUEZ  (Methodist  Church),  ISEDET,  Camacua  282,  1406  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina 

Rev.  Dr  Samuel  MWANIKI  (Presbyterian  Church  of  East  Africa),  Presbyterian  Church  of 
East  Africa,  P O Box  48268,  Nairobi,  Kenya 

Rev.  James  NDYABAHIKA  (Province  of  the  Church  of  Uganda,  Anglican),  Uganda  Joint 
Christian  Council,  P O Box  30154,  Nakivubo-Kampala,  Uganda 

Rev.  Fr  Felix  NEEFJES  OFM  (Roman  Cathollic  Church),  Caixa  Postal  17,  Betim  - 
MG  32501  - 970,  Brazil 

Dr  Kirsten  Busch  NIELSEN  (Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Denmark),  Avangen  86, 
5750  Ringe,  Denmark 

Rev.  Dr  Elizabeth  NORDBECK  (United  Church  of  Christ),  Dean,  Andover  Newton 
Theological  School,  210  Herrick  Road,  Newton  Centre,  MA  02159,  USA 

•Sister  Dr  Mary  O’DRISCOLL  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Convitto  San  Tommaso,  20,  vial 
degli  Ibemesi,  00184  Rome,  Italy 

•Most  Rev.  John  ONAIYEKAN  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Bishop’s  House,  P O Box  286, 
Garki,  Abouja,  Federal  Capital  Territory,  Nigeria 

Prof.  Alexy  OSIPOV  (Russian  Orthodox  Church),  Department  of  External  Church  Relations, 
St  Daniel  Monastery,  22  Danilovsky  val,  113  191  Moscow,  CIS 

Rev.  Prof.  Martin  F.G.  PARMENTIER  (Old  Catholic  Church),  Burg.  Lammboylaan  19, 
1217  LB  Hilversum,  Netherlands 
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Prof.  Dr  Vlassios  PHEIDAS  (Church  of  Greece),  500  Vouliagmenis  Street, 

174  56  Alimos,  Athens,  Greece 

Dr  Juha  PIHKALA  (Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Finland),  Sotkankatu  18  B 57, 

33230  Tamperere,  Finland 

Rev.  Dr  Cecil  M.  ROBECK  (Assemblies  of  God),  Dean,  Fuller  Theological  Seminary. 

135  N.  Oakland  Avenue,  Pasadena,  CA  91182,  USA 

♦Rev.  Raquel  RODRIGUEZ  (Lutheran  Church  of  El  Salvador),  c/o  Division  of  Overseas 
Ministries,  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  P O Box  1986,  Indianapolis, 

IN  46206,  USA 

*Rt  Rev.  Barry  ROGERSON  (Church  of  England),  Bishop  of  Bristol,  Bishop’s  House, 
Clifton  Hill,  Bristol  BS8  1WB,  England 

♦Rev.  Dr  William  G.  RUSCH  (Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America),  ELCA/OEA, 
8765  West  Higgins  Rod,  Chigago,  IL  60631,  USA 

Rev.  Fr  Jorge  SCAMPINI  OP  (Roman  Ctholic  Church),  Convento  Santo  Domingo, 
Defensa  422,  1065  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina 

♦Prof.  Dr  Turid  Karlsen  SEIM  (Church  of  Norway),  Det  Teologiske  Fakultet,  Universitet 
i Oslo,  Postboks  1023  Blindern,  0315  Oslo  5,  Norway 

Dr  Matthias  SENS  (Evangelical  Church  in  Germany:  Church  Province  of  Saxony  [United]), 
Evangelisches  Konsistorium,  Am  Dorn  2,  Postfach  122,  39104  Magdeburg,  Germany 

Dr  David  T.  SHANNON,  President  (National  Baptist  Convention),  Andover  Newton 
Theological  School,  210  Herrick  Road,  Newton  Centre,  MA  02159,  USA 

Rev.  Dr  Herman  SHASTRI  (Methodist  Church  in  Malaysia),  Wesley  Methodist  Church, 
No.  9,  Lorong  6/2,  46000  Petaling  Jaya,  Selangor,  Malaysia 

Rev.  Einar  SITOMPUL  (Batak  Christian  Church  [Lutheran]),  STT  Jakarta,  Jl. 

Proklamasi  27,  Jakarta,  Indonesia 

Dr  Constance  TARASAR  (Orthodox  Church  in  America),  40  Beaumont  Circle,  Apt.  4, 
Yonkers,  NY  10710,  USA 

♦Prof.  Evangelos  THEODOROU  (Church  of  Greece),  Agathoupoleos  44, 

1 12  52  Athens,  Greece 

Rev.  Livingstone  THOMPSON  (Moravian  Church  in  Jamaica),  Trinity  Moravian  Manse, 
35  Montgomery  Avenue,  Kingston  10,  Jamaica,  West  Indies 

Rev.  Lucretia  VAN  OMMEREN  (Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  Surinam),  Evangelisch 
Lutherse  Kerk,  Waterkant  102,  P O Box  585,  Paramaribo,  Surinam 
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Rev.  Dr  Wismoady  WAHONO  (East  Java  Christian  Church  [Reformed]),  Gereja  Kristen 
Jawi  Wetan,  Jin  S.  Supriadi  18,  Malang  65147,  East  Java,  Indonesia 

*Prof.  Dr  Dorothea  WENDEBOURG  (Evangelical  Church  in  Germany:  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  of  Hanover),  Dustere-Eichen-Strasse  60,  37073  Gottingen,  Germany 

Prof.  Dr  Gunther  WENZ  (Evangelical  Church  in  Germany:  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
Bavaria),  Himmelreichstrasse  2/1,  80538  Munchen,  Germany 

Rev.  Olivia  WESLEY  (Methodist  Church),  The  Methodist  Church,  4 George  Street, 

P O Box  64,  Freetown,  Sierra  Leone 

Ms  Catrin  WILLIAMS  (Presbyterian  Church  of  Wales),  University  College  of  N.  Wales, 
Department  of  Theology,  Bangor,  Wales,  Great  Britain 

Prof.  Dr  Antoinette  Clark  WIRE  (Presbyterian  Church  [USA]),  San  Francisco  Theological 
Seminary,  2 Kensington  Road,  San  Anselmo,  CA  94960,  USA 

*Rev.  Dr  YEMBA  Kekumba  (Church  of  Christ  in  Zaire  - Methodist  Community),  Africa 
University,  P O Box  1320,  Mutare,  Zimbabwe 

*Rev.  Dr  YEOW  Choo  Lak  (Presbyterian  Church  in  Singapore),  ATESEA,  324  Onan  Road, 
Singapore  1542,  Republic  of  Singapore 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  SECRETARIAT 

Dr  Silke-Petra  BERGJAN  (Evangelical  Church  in  Germany:  Reformed) 

(till  30  September  1993) 

Rev.  Dr  Thomas  F.  BEST  (Disciples  of  Christ) 

Ms  Beatrice  FLEURY  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Administrative  Assistant 

Rev.  Dr  Gunther  GASSMANN  (Evangelical  Church  in  Germany:  Lutheran),  Director 

Rev.  Dr  Dagmar  HELLER  (Evangelical  Church  in  Germany:  United) 

(as  from  1 October  1993) 

V.Rev.  Prof.  Dr  Gennadios  LIMOURIS  (Ecumenical  Patriarchate) 

(till  30  June  1993) 

Mrs  Renate  SBEGHEN  (Evangelical  Church  in  Germany),  Administrative  Assistant 

Vikarin  Ute  THRAENE  (Evangelical  Church  in  Germany:  Lutheran),  Intern 
(1  November  1992  - 31  March  1993) 
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